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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
W.A. FIRE BRIGADES BOARD.

As to Dismissal o1 Ex-probationer Lamb.
Mr. LAPHAM asked the Minister repre-

senting the Chief Secretary:
(1) Is he aware that dissension exists

between the W.A. Fire Brigades Board and
the Fire Brigade Employees Union over
the dismissal of ex-probationer C . N.
Lamb?

(2) Will he intimate why the union's
correspondence dated the 17th November,
1954. to the chief officer of the W.A. Fire
Brigades Board, re ex-probatloner C. N.
Lamb, has not been answered?

(3) Will he state-
(a) What section of the Fire Brigades

Act and what specific regulations
were invoked to justify the dis-
missal of C. N. Lamb;

(b) what procedure was adopted to
determine the suitability, or other-
wise, of this employee;

(c) whether an examination was held
to determine his suitability or
otherwise;

(d) if this individual was trained in
fire brigade work, and if so, by
whom was it-

(1) imparted;
0ii) supervised?

(4) What proportion of time did C. N.
Lamb spend in-

(a) Fire brigade work;
(b) doing renovations and alterations

as a tradesman?

(5) Will he make the file concerning
C. N. Lamb available to the Fire Brigade
Employees Union for its perusal?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The union's letter is receiving atten-

tion.
(3), (4) and (5) Section 29 (1) of the

Act, and Regulation 100. Regulation 100
provides that all appointments made by
the Fire Brigades Board may be cancelled
or annulled without any reason being
assigned.

I might add that the Chief Secretary is
quite prepared to discuss the details of this
case with the hon. member if he so desires.

SWAN RIVER.
(a) As to Improved Conditions, Como Area.

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is he aware that the river in the
vicinity of Como is far cleaner this season
than it has been for some years past?

(2) Can he give any reasons for this im-
proved condition in the Como area?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The improvement is general and is

due partly to natural conditions and partly
to steps which have been taken progress-
ively to remove possible sources of pollu-
tion.

(b) As to Experiments Regarding Algae
Nuisance.

Mr. ACKLAND (without notice) asked
Minister for Works:

This question follows on that asked by
the member for Canning a few moments
ago. Do the officers of the Swan River
Reference Committee give any credit to
three Fremantle men for the experiments
recently made by them at Mosman's Bay,
Point Walter, Applecross and Como to clear
the river of the algae nuisance?

The MINISTER replied:
I take it that the hon. member is re-

ferring to a type of bomb that was placed
in the water. Our experience was that the
result was completely negative.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT BRILL.
As to Special SessionL.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY (without
notice) asked the Premier:

It is rumoured that there may be, or is to
be, another special session of Parliament
next year, the report being that the Gov-
ernment is considering a special session
to deal with the Local Government Bill.
In order that members may make arrange-
ments, I think that the Premier should
inform the House whether such a step is
contemplated.

The PREMIER replied:
I did not start the rumour, and I know

nothing about it.
BRIDGES.

As to Cost, etc., Causeway and Narrows.
Mr. ACKLAND (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works:
(1) What will be the cost of the Cause-

way when completed?
(2) From what source, or sources, will

the money for this work be obtained.
(3) What is the anticipated cost of the

proposed new Narrows bridge?
(4) Prom what source or sources will

the money be obtained?
(5) If all or a proportion of the money

to meet the cost of this proposed bridge
is to be found from petrol funds, will
the programme of works on country roads
be curtailed?

The MINISTER replied:
I always like to answer questions, if

possible, but unfortunately, although I have
had a few minutes notice, I have not had
sufficient to enable me to answer all the
questions asked. However, I have some in-
formation and I will do the best I can
under the circumstances. The approxi-
mate cost of the Causeway is £850,000. This
has been financed over a period of years,
partly from petrol funds, partly from
traffic fees and partly from moneys which
accrue to the department from the Trans-
port Board.

As regards the Narrows bridge, it is im-
possible for me to answer the questions
asked. The plans of finance are being
examined and various possibilities are be-
ing explored. It will take some time be-
fore a final plan is arrived at and it will
mean consultation with the Treasury as
well as a consideration of commitments
from petrol funds and traffic fees and will
probably result in the formulation of a
plan which will enable us to proceed in
accordance with the schedule laid down
for the erection of the bridge and, at the
same time, enable us to carry out our
normal roads programme without inter-
ruption. I wish I knew the answer at
this moment, but I do not. I am quite con-
fident that we will have a satisfactory plan,
because we must.

The bridge is absolutely essential to meet
the rapid growth of this State. If its erec-
tion is very long delayed, there will be a

chaotic condition in the movement of city
traffic, which would have an adverse effect
upon the country districts. This matter is
not to be viewed as something that will in-
terrupt the road plan in country districts
to the detriment of country people, but it
is an important project for the State of
Western Australia and cannot be longer de-
layed. Therefore, it is imperative that a
satisfactory financial plan be developed. I
am quite confident it will be. and when a
decision has been reached, the information
can be made available.
HORTICULTURAL RESEARCH STATION

SITE.
As to Inspection and Purity of Water.
Mr. OWEN (without notice) asked the

Minister for Works:
(1) Has he yet made an inspection of

land at Canning Mills proposed to be used
for a horticultural research station?

(2) Has any decision been made on this
matter following the recommendation of
the water purity committee?

(3) If not, when will this matter be
finalised?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) As soon as possible.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

BILL-MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message-Bill Dropped.

Order of the Day read for the consid-
eration of the Council's Message notifying
that it insisted on its amendments.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move-
That Legislative Council's Message

No. 95 be made an Order of the Day
for the next sitting of the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill dropped.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1954-55.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. J.
Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Railways, £14,500,000 (partly con-
sidered:

MR. WILD (Dale) 12.25]: I want to draw
the Minister's attention to two matters
that affect the electorate of Dale. The first
refers to the closing of the station-master's
portfolio-if I may put it that way-at the
Kenwick railway station. Yesterday, in
reply to a question I asked as to whether
it was correct that the station was to cease
to have a station-master on the 31st De-
cember, the Minister replied, "Yes." When
I asked him what the saving would be as
a result of this move, he replied that it
would be just over £5,000 per annum, and
stated further that a porter would be sent
out each day to collect tickets. The final
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question I asked was whether there would
not be a dimiinution of the railway service
to residents of Kenwick in regard to the
receipt and despatch of parcels. To that
question I think the Minister replied that
two parcels had been received and three
or four despatched during the past week.

The Minister for Railways: There were
four received and 14 despatched.

Mr. WILD: I suppose Kenwick and Gos-
nells are two of the most progressive dis-
tricts anywhere south of Perth at present.
There is more development going on there
than anywhere else I know of. Everyone
realises that, with the terrific debt the rail-
ways has had to maintain over the years,
and with the coming of diesel trains, we
are looking to the railways to recapture
gradually some of the ground that they
may have lost to buses and other road ser-
vices, and so eventually lighten the bur-
den of interest that must ultimately be
paid by the general taxpayers of Western
Australia.

In my opinion, the Minister's action in
this matter represents a retrograde step.
I realise that Kenwick is not a busy
station, but unfortunately traffic has been
lost to the road services-the road run-
ning side by side with the railway line.
However, by having a station-master there,
it would continue to render a very good
service to people in the locality and so
assist in recovering business that has been
lost. It seems that when we are on the
threshold of augmented suburban traf-
fic with these new fast diesels, we
take a step back and say, "We
will get rid of two stationmasters;
one at Kenwick and the other at
Victoria Park, and not give the service to
the people which must go with these fast
diesel trains on suburban railways." I
think the Minister would be well advised
to have another look at this position.

Another matter I wish to mention is
apropos of a question I asked yesterday
concerning the setting up of a new stop-
ping place at Stokely. One of the best
things the Railway Department did was to
establish one at William-st., East Canning-
ton which is a most necessary stopping
place. It is unfortunate that the session
will probably come to an end today, be-
cause I would like the Minister to go out
there and have a look, and after he has
visited the place to come back and look me
in the eye and tell me that Stokely is
warranted as a stopping place.

I know this district particularly well
and, for the benefit of the Minister and
the Committee, I would like to indicate
what has happened. I would hazard a
guess that probably £1,000 has been spent
in putting up two sidings-one on the east
side for the traffic going to Perth and one
on the west for that going to Armadale.
Apart from this, two shelters have been
erected for passengers. If I never move
from this spot, there are not more than

50 houses that that siding could serve
within a radius of a quarter of a mile.

The Minister for Railways: Where do
the 227 passengers come from?

Mr. WILD: The Minister gave that
answer yesterday, and it may or may not
be right that 22'7 people got on. I
would say there are about 20 or 30.trains
running through the siding. If we divide
that 227 by seven days of the week, and
then by the number of trains that run
through, it works out at 1.5 persons per
train. On the eastern side of Stokely there
is a road at Maddington known as The
Crescent. At the present moment there
are 11 houses on that street, and it
extends from the Maddington station to
the new Stokely stopping place.

It is reasonable to assume therefore that
anyone living on the northern end of the
crescent would not walk to Stokley but to
Maddington station. So it can be said
that of the 11 people who reside in those
houses, half would go to Maddington and
the other half to Stokely if they wanted
to catch a train. The western side is backed
on the rear by the river where there are
10-acre citrus blocks. I wanted to be cer-
tain of my facts and I had a look at the
place this morning. I found that there are
not 50 houses within a quarter-mile radius.
In fact, the Minister would be able to
throw a stone on to the bus stop which
caters for the traffic going south and would
be able to turn round and throw another
stone on to the stopping place for the bus
going north.

The only point in favour of the train is
that the fares are 2d. cheaper; I will con-
cede that. There could be a few people
within the immediate vicinity of those
houses-bearing in mind that there are not
50 within a quarter-mile radius-who would
use that stopping place. It seems to me
that only two factors would prompt the
placing of a siding in that locality. One
would be the immediate people who could
be persuaded to catch the train, and the
other would be with a view to looking to
the future.

Of the immediate people there, I would
again stress that there are only 50 houses
within less than a quarter of a mile radius
of that stopping place, and there would
not be more than 200 people. What chance
is there of that part of the country open-
ing up and being more closely settled when
on the one side there is the crescent, while
beyond that there is low-lying dead ground
where nobody would build unless a large
drainage scheme were put in? On the
western side there are the five or 10-acre
citrus blocks.

Even though the Railway Department
has put in that stop at a cost of £1,000
in an endeavour to win back some of its
lost trade, I must confess that I am at
a loss to understand why it was done, as
is everybody else in the district. Yester-
day I asked the Minister whether the local
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authority had been consulted and he re-
plied that it had not. I saw the* secretary
of the road board yesterday and asked him
if he knew that the stopping place was
to be established. He had no idea of it.

The Minister for Railways: We do not
consult the local authority every time we
put in a stopping place!

Mr. WILD: One would think that officials
coming to the area on business would ap-
proach the local authority first. A com-
mittee came out to that area some months
ago and, from what I am told by the resi-
dents in the immediate vicinity, it was
thought that the department would decide
to put a stopping place at Austin Avenue,
which is approximately three-quarters of
a mile north of the Maddington station.
Again that would have been similar to the
situation at William-st. in East Canning-
ton, and the railways could have picked
up anything from 300 to 500 people who
at present have to walk either to Madding-
ton or to Kenwick. It is equidistant, and
ideally placed.

When the officials of the Railway De-
partment called, they apparently spoke to
one or two of the nearby residents and the
impression was gained that it was very
nearly decided that a stopping place would
be situated at Austin Avenue. I would like
the Minister to go out and have a look
for himself, and when Parliament meets
again, I would like him to tell us whether
he can back up the reason for some official
in his department blundering-and I use
the word advisedly-and spending many
hundreds of pounds on something that has
no hope of showing a return to the Rail-
way Department.

HON. SIR ROSS MeLARTY (Murray)
[2.39]: First of all I would like to deal
with the question of fires caused by the
railways. This matter has been referred
to over many years in this Chamber. I
know the Minister cannot give us an as-
surance that fires will not be caused by
railway engines in the future, but I have
heard it said by members that the railways
are to blame for some of the fires that
occur. That may be so. We do knoW, and
we will all admit if we are honest with
ourselves, that railway engines do start
fires; but the sore point is that compen-
sation is paid on very rare occasions.

I know that was so in the case of my
own Government, and I am aware of the
difficulties associated with it. I would
ask the Minister, however: What instruc-
tions have been given to the Railway De-
partment with regard to fire prevention?
We know that breaks are burned and as
far as possible the Commissioner of Rail-
ways tries to prevent such fires. Last
year, when an engine driver found his
locomotive causing fires, he pulled it up.
The cause was a faulty spark arrester.
Perhaps the Minister can tell us whether
drivers have been instructed to pull up

their engines when they are causing fires
to the countryside, until an examination
has been made.

The Minister for Railways: When did
this incident take place?

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: That hap-
pened last summer. Does a driver con-
tinue on his journey if he finds his en-
gine starting fires? The railway officials
or station-masters should use the tele-
phone when such incidents occur and get
in touch with the fire brigades.

We know that these fires cause a tre-
mendous amount of damage. Not infre-
quently they start in the very early hours
of the morning when there is a strong
easterly blowing and sparks can be car-
ried over very great distances. These fires
can be f anned and spread over a large
area in a short time. If farmers could be
notified and had an opportunity to fight-
ing the fires, they would prevent a great
deal of damage being done. It is very
necessary that notice be sent to the
farmers as quickly as possible.

I did not hear the Minister when he
spoke to the whole of the Railway Esti-
mates last night and I have not a copy
of his speech. He referred to the desire
of the department to speed up the carry-
ing of stock to the markets, particularly
to Midland Junction. We know that in
the past there have been many complaints
in this regard, some of which were Justi-
fied. We have been told that the Rail-
way Department has made every effort to
get stock to the market as quickly as pos-
sible. Stock lose condition rapidly if they
are cooped up in trucks or yards for any
length of time, with a consequent loss to
the producer. The Minister said that it
was his intention to permit the carrying
of stock by motor transport within a
radius of 80 miles of the metropolitan
area.

The Minister for Railways: I did not
say that.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: In areas
reasonably close to the metropolis, even up
to 80 miles, it is not possible for the Rail-
way Department to give the same service
as motor transport can. Within that
radius, stock can be transported to the
markets by motor-vehicles much more
quickly, with all the advantages to which
I have referred. I suppose that just about
every f armer in this area has built his
own stock ramp for loading purposes, and
a great many of them have purchased the
necessary vehicles and equipment to carry
their stock. If any decision should be
made to prevent the road transport of
stock in any district, it is only reasonable
that the farmers should be given plenty
of notice, and not wake up one morning
to find an announcement that the carry-
ing of stock by motor transport will not
be permitted a few days hence. It is neces-
sary in any future plan for curtailment of
transport by road, that plenty of notice
be given. The efficiency of the two means
of transport should be considered.

3737



3738[ASSEMTL.]

The Minister also referred to the ballast-
ing programme which is being carried out
throughout much of the railway system.
We know that the state of the track has
been responsible for many of the troubles
that confront the department. The Minis-
ter may have told us last night how this
work was proceeding. It would be inter-
esting to find out from him how much
has been completed and how much re-
mains to be done. I would like to know
the policy with regard to rehabilitating
unpayable railway lines. If at some future
date it is decided to provide a form of
transport to cater for the needs of the
people served by these lines, it certainly
would be a waste of money to spend much
on track rehabilitation.

I have nothing more to say on these
Estimates. I repeat that the Railway De-
partment has become the great spending
department, and this has gone on for some
years. There is need for the careful ex-
penditure of money and for a very close
watch to be kept. Where millions of
pounds are spent, waste can creep in, even
with the most efficient management. That
is always likely to occur, and I do contend
that a strict watch should be kept on rail-
way expenditure. I have a good know-
ledge of the great concern which railway
expenditure causes the Treasurer.

Then again, I also know the difficulties
that confront the Treasurer in having to
possess that intimate knowledge of the
workings of the department to be fully
conversant with railway expenditure and
costs generally. I hope that when Parlia-
ment meets next year the position will be
improved. I cannot help but feel that the
position will improve on account of the
great sums of money, running into millions
of pounds, which have been spent on re-
habilitation. The Minister said that during
the term of office of my Government,
£22,000,000 was spent on railway rehabili-
tation, and we ordered a great deal of
equipment as well, for which the Minister
should be thankful.

All this expenditure has been spent in
nearly every branch of the Railway De-
partment, although some might be open to
criticism. At this stage, the railways should
be showing a marked improvement in
working and in finances generally. An-
other question I would like to ask the
Minister is: How is the scheme for central
control progressing? Has he considered in
the financial year the extent of the pro-
gress that has been made in that direction?
In which particular line did such progress
lie?

HON. D. BRAND (Greenough) [2.50]:
There has been some discussion in Mullewa
and along the area served by the Wongan
line regarding the removal of the deisel
"X"-class locomotives to the Kalgoorlie
run. The local Press made some criticism
in this regard and I was glad to know that
the Minister recognised the query raised

as to the wisdom of taking the diesel en-
gines from the Mullewa line where water
is being carted from Northam some 264
miles away, and placing them on the
Kalgoorlie line which runs parallel to a
30-inch water main.

It is purely on the issue of water con-
sumption and the cost of carting it so far
that the question has been raised. Evi-
dently the Minister has acceded to the re-
quest that consideration be given to this
issue. A small type of diesel engine is
now to be placed on that line in about
January. Not only from the angle of
water consumption should the diesels have
been retained on the Wongan line, but also
because of the danger of fires which are
most prevalent at this time of year in that
area, arising from the use of Collie coal in
locomotives.

The Minister for Railways: We have
been using Newcastle coal between Mul-
lewa and Geraldton.

Hon. D. BRAND: I am glad to know
that. In this area much land has been
opened up, and a greater fire hazard exists
than before.

The Minister for Railways: There was
not a fire last year nor this year along
that line on account of the use of Newcastle
coal by locomotives.

Hon. D. BRAND: I mention the mat-
ter because the experience is that fires
have been caused by the use of Collie coal.
A question has been raised as to whether
or not Mum coal should be used because of
its ash content and because it is not so
likely to permit the escape of sparks. I hope
that some consideration will be given to
the use of this type of coal if Western
Australian coal is to be used at all.

Mr. May: I can offer a suggestion in
that regard. Have suitable firebreaks
been burned along that line?

Hon. D. BRAND: The question of fire-
breaks applies to the whole State. It
could also apply to the Railway Depart-
ment when it lets contracts for the plough-
ing of breaks. I raise this question be-
cause it has been the cause of much dis-
cussiqn. I hope the Minister wiil get the
diesel engines back to the Wongan line as
quickly as possible, because the problem
of water cartage will remain until next
March or April at the start of the winter.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [2.50]: The
Railway Estimates disclose an anticipated
expenditure of £14,500,000. Although
from time to time I have criticised the
workings of the railways, I am one who
believes that they are essential to the State
and that the branch lines, of which there
has been a suggestion of closing, are also
essential. But my criticism has mostly
followed the line that though increases in
freights have beeni necesary, the depart-
ment looks upon them as the one and only
solution of its problem regarding the
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increasing deficits instead of looking to
better management and the curtailment
of expenditure as an avenue well worth
following.

A few months ago, when travelling along
the great Eastern Highway in company
with Senator Seward, I saw at one of the
eating-houses a small fleet of road trucks
pulled up outside, and they were loaded
with Postmaster-General's equipment.
Questions were asked as to why the Postal
Department should be using the roads for
the transport of its equipment when so
much other freight was compelled to go by
rail. I have here a letter dated the 4th May,
1954, signed by the Postmaster-General
himself and addressed to Senator Seward.
I have no intention of reading the whole
of it, but I will read an extract.

The Minister for Railways: The portion
that suits you. That seems to be the usual
tactics.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: That is a nasty
remark!

Mr. ACKLAND: I wish the Minister
would speak in such a way that those on
this side could hear him.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: He said that
you were going to read the parts that
suited you.

Mr. ACKLAND: Most certainly! The
part which is applicable, and that is all.
Not that there is anything Ill the letter
which could not be read. The Minister
can have it, if he likes. My idea was not
to delay the House any longer than neces-
sary. Perhaps it would be as well if I did
read the whole of it; the Minister might be
happier. It is as follows:-

You will recall that recently you ad-
dressed questions without notice to the
Minister representing me in the Senate
concerning the matter of the despatch
to Western Australia of steel rails from
the Eastern States and the conveyance
by road of rails from Fremantle to
points between Southern Cross and
Kalgoorlie.

Unfortunately, I was not able to fur-
nish you before the Senate rose with
required information which is now
supplied.

No delivery to my Department in
Western Australia of steel beams or
rails has been made from other States
or elsewhere during the past twelve
months at least.

This is the only part I wanted to read-
Some steel beams, which were im-

ported in 1951 and which were de-
livered direct to Fremantle from over-
seas, were recently forwarded by road
to points between Southern Cross and
Kalgoorlie. The total weight was 28
tons 3 cwt. and the cost per ton for
transporting the beams by road from
Fremantle to Southern Cross was
£:6 8s. 4d. The cost by rail would have

been £8 17s. 4d. per ton and extra
charges would have had to be met for
carrying the beams from the Stores
Depot to the Fremantle railway station
and from the various stations to points
where the beams were required.

Compared with the total costs which
would have been involved had the
beams been conveyed by rail to the
various stations and then taken by
road to their destination, a saving of
approximately E100 was effected.

Nearly £4 per ton was saved because that
was done. I believe that the railways
should at least try to be competitive. Here
we have a Federal department deciding
that it could not use the railways because
of excessive costs. I consider that we
should use the railways, but I also believe
that they should make a more determined
effort than they appear to be making at
present to be competitive with the road
hauliers. The question of demurrage is
a vital one to all farmers. If a farmer
does not clear the railway truck by a cer-
tain time-it is a pity that the Minister
for Railways has to see fit to go out of
the Chamber while we are discussing his
Estimates.

The Treasurer: He did not see fit to go
out; he was called out urgently.

Mr. ACKLAND: He is out.
The Treasurer: What do you expect him

to do?
Mr. ACKLAND: If a man does not empty

his truck within a reasonable period, he
should be charged demurrage but, at the
same time, the department should assume
some responsibility in seeing that consign-
ments are delivered within a reasonable
time.

I have two railways running through my
territory, one of which is controlled by the
Midland Railway Co. Inquiries from the
Midland Co's. station-masters in my elec-
torate show that dlemurrage has never
been charged on that line. There has
never been any justification for it because,
if a person has superphosphate or anything
else consigned to him, he knows exactly
which train is likely to bring the consign-
ment. He receives the information from
his agents or from the works, and he im-
mediately knows on which day of the week
and by which train his consignment is due
to arrive. I wish to compare that posi-
tion with the experience of a farmer I
know very well, who is served by a Gov-
er nment railway.

Some time ago, this man received advice
that a truck of super for him was coming
to Bindi Bindi. He lives 12 miles from the
siding, and he made 11 trips after he anti-
cipated that the consignment would arrive.
He returned home with an empty truck
after each trip. Then he missed a day and
when he went the next time he found
the consignment had arrived the previous
day and he was immediately booked with
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demurrage. He had travelled about 260
miles to the siding to pick up his consign-
ment, but to no avail. Then he had the
annoyance, when the consignment did
arrive, of being asked for demurrage. Cer-
tainly, the truck was there for more than
24 hours, but I think the department
should have had some responsibility to
fulfil -a business contract in a reasonable
way. One could quote many such in-
stances, but I think what I have men-
tioned is all that is necessary to say on
that point.

I wish now to recount a personal ex-
perience. Until a few months ago, it was
some 32 years-since I had travelled by or-
dinary train from Perth to Albany; and I
hope it will be another 32 years before
I make a similar trip! I found, when I
went on this occasion that, to begin with
the carriages were dirty. Secondly, the
train was some ten minutes late leaving
Perth. Then somewhere between Perth
and Midland Junction the train was held
up for a quarter of an hour between sta-
tions. The next morning when I Went to
the bath cubicle for a shower, I found it
was full of buckets, mops and brooms,
which had to be put outside before I could
get into the bathroom. The men's lavatory
stank to high heaven; it was in a filthy
condition.

How can we expect people to use the
railways if such conditions exist? It is
true that I was not a revenue-producer for
the railways-I was travelling on a gold
pass-but I, and others who were with me,
were not the only ones travelling in that
coach. There needs to be a considerable
tightening up in the Railway Department
if we are to encourage people to make use
of the railway facilities. I admit that the
"Westland" is all that one could expect a
3ft. 6in. gauge train to be. The compart-
ments, I understand, compare favourably
with those of any other narrow gauge train
in the world; but that is only one train.

After my experience, particularly in con-
nection with the bathroom and lavatory, I
cannot feel happy about the state of our
railways. It is necessary that we retain
the railways; I am not for a moment sug-
gesting that they, or any portion of them,
be scrapped. The officials must realise
that the railways are not run for those em-
ployed in the department; they should
be run to provide a service to the travel-
ling public. I think the Minister should
give some consideration to this aspect. In-
stead of always getting hot under the collar
when anything is said in criticism of the
Railway Department, he should see whether
there is some justification for the criticism.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Trammays, £ 1,161,400; Ferries,
£16,400; State Batteries, £129,505; Cave
House, £C40,741-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.
The House resolved into Committee of

Ways and Means, Mr. J. Hegney in the
Chair.

The TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke-Northam): I move-

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1955, a sum not exceeding
£36,640,482 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1954-55.

As to Tabling of Estimates.

The TREASURER: I present a copy of
the State Trading Concerns Estimates for
the year ending the 30th June, 1955, and
I move-

That these papers be laid on the
Table of the House.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure

for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June, 1955, now con-
sidered, Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair.

Division-State Engineering Works,
£494,000-agreed to.

Division-State Hotels, £234,163:
Mr. PERKINS: I am particularly inter-

ested in this department because there are
three State hotels in the Roe electorate.
There is one at Kwolyin, another at Corni-
gin, and the other is at Bruce Rock. The
hotel at Kwolyin has been recently reno-
vated and is in fairly good condition. I
have little to complain about the condi-
tion of the hotel at Corrigin. But the
same cannot be said of the State hotel
at Bruce Rock. This was built in the
early stages of settlement in that district
and additions were made to it in the early
1920's; but since then little has been done
to the building. Some renovations, such as
painting, have been carried out and the
hotel has been rewired. But at present it
requires a good deal of money spent on it.
It is much too small to cater for the trade
offering in the district and the building
is out of date.

So I would like some declaration from
the Government as to its intentions
regarding this State hotel. I am aware
of the difficult loan position and I know
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how embarrassing it would be for the
Government, and also for the member for
the district, if a considerable sum of money
from either loan or revenue was expended
on a hotel while there are so many other
urgent works required in country districts.
But if the State hotels had been admin-
istered along proper business lines in the
past, one would expect it to put funds by
in order to carry out essential work. I
understand that that hlas not been done
and that if any money is to be allocated
to an extension of these buildings, it must
come from the General Loan Fund, hence
the difficulty of the position.

As far as this hotel is concerned,' we
have arrived at the stage where we will
have to do something or allow someone
else to do it for us. As members know,
a number of years ago I tried to arrange
for the local people to take over the pre-
mises as a community hotel. At that
stage the people were quite prepared to do
the job themselves but both the Labour
Government, and the Government formed
from this side of the House, refused that
request. Since then a club has been es-
tablished in the district and the hotel is
probably very much less profitable now than
it was before that district club was es-
tablished. Personally, I would have pre-
ferred to have seen a community hortel
along the lines of what has been done at
the Cuindriprrin tl-iih. But seeing that the
State Hotels Department could not, or
would not, do anything to provide facili-
ties in the area, the next best thing the
people could do was to apply for a club
licence and provide those facilities for
themselves.

In fairness to the present management
of the State Hotels Department, I must say
it has tried to work out plans to Improve
this building. I understand plans are in
existence for extending and renovating the
hotel, but I think it would probably cost
£25,000 or more to do the job, and I can
well understand that this provides a major
difficulty for the Treasurer. But some
work is absolutely essential. In that build-
ing there are about 25 bedrooms and only
three bathrooms; two for the men and
one for the ladies.

Up till recently two of thdse bathrooms
were in such poor condition that the water
was leaking through the floors, and sheets
of iron were put in to divert the flow of
water so that it would not go on to the
floor and thence to the rooms below. I
understand the trouble has been recti-
fied recently, but the general condition of
the building is very poor indeed, and re-
flects no credit whatever. on successive
Government through the State Licensing
deteriorate to such an extent.

In addition to the renovations that are
absolutely essential, some alterations to
the building itself are necessary. The
building was put up many years ago and
obviously it cannot conform to modern

ideas of what a hotel is expected to pro-
vide. For instance, the lounge accommo-
dation is very primitive; in fact, it is al-
most non-existent. The fact that the gen-
eral set-up of the building is out of date
probably contributes to the lack of sup-
port it receives from the district. The
tendency is, of course, for a great deal of
the trade that might otherwise come to
the hotel to go to the district club.

I can well imagine that at the moment
that State hotel is not a very profitable
venture for the Government. At the same
time that the local authority and the local
community generally are requesting im-
provements to this hotel, the Government
has set up a new State hotel-or what
is, in effect, a new State hotel-
at Kwinana. If the Government can find
£22,000 to set up drinking facilities run
by the State Hotels Department at Kwin-
ana, surely it must be prepared to do at
least as much in a district where it is
already committed to provide service. As
the member for the district, I feel very
annoyed that the State Hotels Department
has moved into an entirely new area with
a view to providing the service, and yet
it is not prepared to do the job properly
in districts where it is already committed.

Mr. Lawrence: It is a temporary service.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know what the
mmbetr fo South Fremantle calls-, a tem-
porary service; it does not look very tem-
porary to me. I would venture to say that
that service at Kwinana will be there in
10 years' time 'running along the same
lines as it is today.

Mr. Lawrence: Ten years is not long.
Mr. PERKINS: To my mind, it is a sub-

stantial period, and if the State Hotels
Department was able to venture into a new
area and provide any service at all, it
should be able to do the job in districts
where it is already committed. Members
may not realise the lines along which the
State Hotels Department is operating. I
doubt whether members know that the
State Hotels Department pays no 6 per
cent. to the Licensing Court or to anybody
else, as the other hotels or licensees must
do.

Looking at the revenue account of the
State Hotels Department, members could
easily form a false opinion as to whether
these hotels are profitable or not, because
to make the department comparable with
an ordinary business venture-in the hotel
business--one must add various costs to
that concern. There is the figure of 6 per
cent. on the cost of liquor for a start
which, if it were a private trading concern,
would automatically be available to the
Government through the State Licensing
Court.

In addition, so far as I know, the State
Hotels Department at present pays no local
rates at all for the hotels It operates. One
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can imagine that the local authorities in
areas where State hotels are established
are very critical indeed about the Govern-
ment operating a trading concern and yet
expecting preferential treatment from that
-which any ordinary business would re-
ceive. If the State hotels at Bruce Rock
or Corrigin, for instance, were a private
venture, they would probably be paying
£80 or £:100 a year to the local authority.

The local authority has to provide all
the services in the district, but the State
hotels can take advantage of all this trad-
ing and yet pay nothing at all to the local
authority. I think that is entirely wrong.
Representations have been made from
time to time and I was hopeful that the
Government would have altered the posi-
tion before this. But I do stress that when
members examine the accounts of the
State Hotels Department and see that a
profit of £10,000 was made for 1953-54 and
there is an estimated profit of £6,000 for
1954-55. they must take into consideration
the fact that there is no 6 per cent. paid
by the department to the Licensing Court
and no rates are paid to the local auth-
orities. I think there may be some other
charges that the State hotels escape as
well as those I have mentioned.

Hon. A. F. Watts: What about income
tax?

Mr. PERKINS: If they had to submit a
return to the Taxation Department they
would make sure that they showed in some
shape or form the 6 per cent. and also
the rates to the local authority. However,
the point I wanted to stress was that in my
electorate there is one hotel which is in
a very bad condition. It needs £10,000 to
be spent on it and if it is to be brought
up to the standard comparable with that
of a single hotel licence in that district
a sum of £35,000 should be spent on it al-
most immediately.

I know that the position is difficult for
the Treasurer and it can be ex-
tremely embarrassing for the Government.
It can also be embarrassing for the mem-
ber for the district; I say that quite
frankly. But I want to know what the
Government is going to do about it. If
the Government has not the loan funds
to do all the work that should be done, it
is time that it gave up some of these trad-
ing ventures. If members will look back
through the records of trading in connec-
tion with these concerns, they will see that
the Government could easily get out of
them without damage to the State finances
to any great degree, and also without pro-
viding any poorer service in the districts
being served. I have raised the issue be-
cause I feel it is important, and should
have the Government attention.

The TREASURER: I think the member
for Roe has largely answered his own
queistion. He realises, and admitted, that

it is very difficult for any Government in
these days to make large sums of money
available for additions to hotel buildings.
This matter has been put up to me quite
energetically by the Chief Secretary, who
is the Minister concerned; but it has been
necessary for me to say that there are
much more urgent activities to be financed
by the Government at this stage than
making additions and improvements to a
hotel.

So the local people can be assured that
they have at least one Minister working
on their behalf in this matter. Should
the position in connection with school
buildings, hospital buildings, water sup-
plies and other much more urgent
requirements ease a bit during the
next financial year, we may be able
to do something about making money
available to carry out the work which,
admittedly, is badly required, in connec-
tion with the State hotel at Bruce Rock.

Division put and passed.

Division-State Brick Works, £413,600:

Mr. WILD: I notice that the Estimate
for the coming year is up £60,000 on the
previous year. Can the Minister tell me
how that extra expenditure is accounted
for? Secondly, the Minister made ref er-
ence some time ago to additions being
made to the State Brick Works at Arma-
dale in connection with brick production.
Can he explain what has been done in
that regard?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
unfortunate that for the past two months
I have been bringing the notes in respect
of these Estimates to the House and today
is the only time which I have not done so,
having forgotten entirely the State Trad-
ing Concerns Estimates. I cannot reply
to the hon. member with any degree of
certainty, but I should imagine the extra
amount would be payment for additional
presses for the manufacture of bricks.

It is hoped that before long more bricks
will, in consequence, be turned out, and
more cheaply. I realise that a limiting
f actor is the capacity of the kilns to bake
the bricks, but a considerable amount of
overtime is being worked at present in
order to keep the kilns supplied, and there
are certain difficulties in that connection.
These new presses are on order and will
be in operation in the course of the next
few months. My guess is that the addi-
tional money is to cover that expenditure,
apart from which some improvements are
sought to be effected in respect of the
wire-cutting unit at the Armadale works.

Division put and passed.

Division-State Saw Mills, £C2,224,211.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Some time

ago I asked the Minister a question in
regard to what was to happen to the mill
at Holyoake. It'is an old mill and the
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houses are old, and some of them are not
very satisfactory. He said that considera-
tion was being given to the question as to
whether the mill should be shifted from
Holyoake to Dwellingup. I would be glad
if he could tell me whether any decision
has been reached in that respect.

Furthermore, if the mill is shifted to
Dwellingup, will it have a greater output
than at Holyoake? I ask this question
because in that area there is a great
extent of young forest and the No. 2
mill at Banksiadale--or the railway mill
-is carting its timber from a very con-
siderable distance. How far would this
mill have to go to get its timber? Per-
haps the Minister could tell me what life
it would have and whether the output will
be greater if the mill is shifted to Dwell-
ingup than at present?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Strangely enough it was only this morn-
ing that I signed the document approving
the proposition by the general manager of
the State Saw Mills for the Holyoake mill
to be established at Dwellingup. As I think
is generally known, the mill at Holyoake is
not very efficient in design or plant; and,
as Leader of the Opposition has said,
the houses are in a deplorable condition.
There has been a great deal of uncertainty
in connection with the venture.

The proposal is to erect a new mill at
Dwellingup whose intake will be somewhat
less than that of the existing Holyoake
mill. It is possible for falling operations
to be continued on the existing permit, the
country being cut over again. The reduced
output is necessary in order to give a
reasonable life to the mill to warrant the
change that is being made and the outlay
on homes for employees all, or the great
majority, of whom will be established in
the township of Dwellingup itself.

It may be Possible-or indeed neces-
sary-for timber to be drawn from other
areas from time to time. Sometimes the
Forests Department requires certain areas
to be cut over or thinned for certain
reasons; and, in addition to that, a number
of mills are able, from time to time, to
draw supplies from private property.
Briefly the position is that the mill is to
be transferred, but rebuilt there, and will
operate at a reduced capacity.

Mr. WILD: I would like the Minister
to tell the Committee whether the rumour
that has been prevalent for the last two
or three months is correct, that the State
Saw Mills are calling tenders for equip-
ment to haul their logs into Carlisle. Un-
til now that work has been done by private
contractors, but there has been a strong
rumour that that system is to be discarded
and the mills will put in their own trucks
to cart timber from the forest.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
have no knowledge of any such proposal,
and I would be very surprised if there were

anything in the hon. member's submission,
because it is more than likely that before
very long the small log mill at Carlisle will
close own because of the non-availability
of timber within reasonable hauling dis-
tance of the metropolitan area, in addition
to which that mill is not economic.

Division put and passed.

Divisions-West Australian Meat Ex-
ports, £323,290; Wyndham Freezing
Works, £E924,408; State Shipping Service,
£1,262,554-agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.m.

LOAN ESTIMIATES, 1954-55.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 14th October, Mr.
Moir in the Chair.

Vote-Railways, £5,871,000 (partly con-
sidered):

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [4.7]:
While I appreciate that we are in the dying
hours of the session, I have listened to a
great deal of debate during the last week
on the Revenue Estimates, and various
aspects of the development of the country.
I feel it is my duty to refer now to a num-
Der of problems that affect my district.

Mr. May: Are you going to get your
own back?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: One important matter
is the extension of the water supply to a
district that is developing rapidly. Possibly
the Minister is acquainted with the posi-
tion from his knowledge of the file, but I
would point out to him that some few years
ago, when his predecessor was in charge
of the department, I negotiated with him
to get an extension of the water main to
what is called North Bayswater. I spent
about four Sundays canvassing the Position
in an endeavour to overcome the deficiency
required by the department.

Fortunately, I was able to get the local
authority to put up £50 towards the esti-
mated deficiency. A number of industries
in the area made contributions which.
together with those received from residents
who would be served, were sufficient to
cover the estimated deficiency of £200.

When Hon. D. Brand was the Minister,
he told me to discuss the matter with the
then Under Secretary for Water Supply,
Mr. Hutchinson, who outlined the proposi-
tion to me and pointed out why the depart-
ment could not make the extension in the
direction required. He said at that time
it would cost about £60,000.

When the engineers examined the
proposition, it was found unfortunately
that the pressure of water nearby would
not be sufficient to take the supply the full
length of the required eXtension. The
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engineers said that if water was to be
further reticulated in the area, it would
have to be taken along what is known as
Walter-rd., and would connect with the
contour main which goes to Mt. Yokine, at
the intersection of Walter-rd. and Grand
Promenade, in Inglewood. They conveyed
to me that the cost of fetching an 18-inch
contour main along that road to serve a
considerable number of prospective users
in a rapidly developing district would then
cost at least £60,000.

I made subsequent inquiries and repre-
sentations on behalf of the people con-
cerned, with the support of the Bayswater
Road Board. I think we took a deputation
to the Acting Minister for Water Supplies,
Honi. H. H. Styants, who said that a case
had been made out for the extension, and
that approval would be given at the earliest
opportunity. Years have passed since then,
and I would remind the Minister that the
school population of the area is increasing
rapidly and is dependent on catchment
water. From a residential point of view,
that district is going ahead by leaps and
bounds, and all that prevents its further
development is extension of the water
main. Further, the Education Department
is erecting a new school building in
Hampton Park, North Bayswater, and it
will be opened at the commencement of
the 1955 school year.

People in that locality will be dependent
upon rainwater tanks to meet the needs of
the schoolchildren. In that area there are
more than 100 families of new Australians
who have been there a long time. Many
of them have signed petitions which they
submitted to the department urging it to
install a water supply. I know the Minister
has been endeavouring to secure all the
loani funds he can to go on with the de-
velopment and extension of the Great
Southern water scheme. I have heard
country members indulge in some criticism
of what is happening in the metropolitan
area, but would point out that I was a
metropolitan member who supported the
extension of the Great Southern water
scheme in 1946, when many members of
the Country Party were not too keen on
the proposition.

As a matter of fact, I understand it was
one of their colleagues in another place
who subsequently was responsible for de-
feating the measure. Later those mem-
bers discovered that the matter was of
vital importance to the people in their elec-
torates and notwithstanding the fact that
farmers along the pipeline route had their
own water supplies but would be forced to
pay the water rates on the service through
their area, those members were definitely
of the opinion that the extension of the
water main was vitally necessary. As a
result, a long period of time was lost to
them.

Hon. A. F. Watts: You have not your
facts quite right.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I have my facts right
to the extent that in 1946 I supported that
Bill and members who were on the opposite
side of the Chamber at the time, gave only
half-hearted support to it. One of the
contentions submitted in opposition to the
measure was that those farmers who had
already their own water supplies would, in
effect, have to pay a double water rate.
In fact, that was the main objection to
the proposal at that time. When the Bill
went to another place opposition was raised
to it by a number of members of the Coun-
try Party. However, I am not discussing
that aspect.

Some members criticised the extension of
water supplies in the country areas but I
am whole-heartedly in favour of the propo-
sition. People in the areas concerned are
greatly handicapped when they are bereft
of water supplies. My electorate is the
second largest of the metropolitan seats
and the electoral population totals approxi-
mately 14,000. In this locality there is
vast development. When the State Hous-
ing Commission commences its activities in
the area it has resumed in a northerly
direction, the extension of the water main
along Walter-rd. will give a much-needed
service to residents there.

I take this opportunity to emphasise
the importance of this proposition and to
urge that the Minister should provide
funds at the earliest possible opportunity
if not to build the pipeline along the whole
route that has been planned, to take it
as far as Morley Park school, because it
would then serve the children in that area
and also those attending the convent
school, which is now dependent on catch-
ment water.

Next I wish to refer to drainage. This
was one of the first problems presented to
me when I became a member. The people
in the Belmont district were particularly
concerned about the matter. I have raised
the question in Parliament on many occa-
sions over the years and have brought it
before respective Ministers for Works
by making the strongest possible repre-
sentation to them. The Premier of
the day in 1945 or 1946 will probably re-
member the difficult problems that arose
both in the Bayswater and Belmont dis-
tricts in regard to the need for drainage.
He made an initial amount available for
the purpose of making a comprehensive
survey of drainage requirements in the
metropolitan area.

When the McLarty-Watts Government
took office, fortunately it continued the
survey. I think an amount of £30,000 was
spent on that work in the metropolitan
area for the purpose of ascertaining the
extent of the drainage work required. Time
has marched on and the population of the
metropolitan area has increased perhaps
four and five-fold, and this fact has ac-
centuated the urgent need for the extension

3744



[9 December, 1954.] 74

of drainage, not only to get rid of the
surplus water but also from the point of
view of health. When the water table
rises in extremely severe winters, many
houses in the Belmont districts are sur-
rounded by water and as a result they are
confronted with many difficulties.

What I am urging is that now we have
the survey completed, a main drain should
be built as an initial start to the drainage
programme so that the local authority will
be able to install the subsidiary drains in
those areas to get rid of the large volume
of storm water. This applies particularly
in the Belmont and Bayswater districts.
Whilst I realise that we cannot get all the
loan moneys we require for our urgent
public works, these matters are necessary
but, as a result of the shortage of funds,
the work on them is restricted and priority
has to be given to more urgent public
works.

Drainage, however, is an important issue.
Although summer is now well advanced, in
six months' time the drainage problem in
the Bayswater, Belmont and Welshpool dis-
tricts will become most acute. I now wish
to support the remarks made by the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland on the need
for improving the beauty of the Swan River
in the vicinity of Midland Junction. 'When
the late Mr. Alec McCallum was Minister
for Works, I heard him outline what was
proposed to be done with- the Swan Riv' er
and, as the then Minister for Works in the
Collier Labour Government, he got rid
of the Burswood Island filter beds and
during the depression days he had a dredge
engaged in the Swan River building up
embankments along the foreshore.

We now see the results of that work
along the Nedlands and South Perth water-
fronts. There is no doubt that the Swan
River has been greatly beautified and the
Perth City Council has materially assisted
in this work by reclaiming all the fiats
along the Perth foreshore and turning
them into playing fields for use by young
people who engage in sport. I consider
that that is an -outstanding monument to
Mr. McCallum, but the original plan put
forward by him was that similar work
should be carried out at the Causeway.

The idea was that Heirisson Island was
to be built up from the silt obtained from
dredging two channels and that the dredge
should continue with its work up the river
towards Guildford. If that had been done
we would now see a retaining wall and em-
bankment built up similar to that which
is on the South Perth side of the river
and, further, the water up to that point
would have been greatly deepened. This
would have made it much cleaner for the
children and young people who use it,
without any of the fear of their contract-
ing infection as prevails at present.

In my youth I lived at Midland Junction
and during the holidays and in my spare
time I practically lived in the Swan River

at that centre. In those days there was
no talk of contracting ear or throat infec-
tion because of the pollution of the river,
of which so much is heard these days. I
hope that the time is not far distant when
the dredge will be used to clean up the
Swan River in that vicinity in order that
the water may be deepened, and also to
continue with the beautification pro-
gramme.

During my travels overseas recently I
did not see a better or more beautiful river
than the Swan. It is a heritage that we
should try to retain for all time. In future
the generations that are now unborn will
thank us for the foresight we showed in
improving the Swan River. Lately it has
been noticed that there has been some
improvement in the cleanliness of the river,
but that does not apply to the reaches
beyond the Causeway.

The new causeway is practically com-
pleted and the dredge is now being used
at the site for the new Narrows bridge.
When its work is completed there, it should
be used to deepen the channels and build
up embankments in the Guildford-Midland
area so that the amenities that are pro-
vided by our river can be enjoyed to the
full by the people resident in that locality.
I consider it my duty to mention these
matters in the interests of the residents in
the electorate of Middle Swan.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [4.28]: While
speaking on other votes last night I stated
that I intended to say something on the
general use of loan funds. At that time
I was stressing to the Minister for Works
in particular and also to the Treasurer,
the urgent necessity to improve the water
supplies generally throughout our country
districts. As far as my own electorate is
concerned, I know how important that
work is and I gave a general outline of our
needs during my few minutes speech last
night.

The question of allocation of loan funds
opens up a wider field. I remember the
Premier introducing a Redistribution of
Seats Bill in this Chamber only recently.
During his speech, he said that the tend-
ency was for the population to congregate
in the metropolitan area. That is per-
fectly obvious to all of us. However, what
I suggest is that the Government is not
doing all it might in an effort to spread the
population over the whole State more
equitably than it is being distributed at
present.

In the metropolitan area it will always
be possible to offer attractions not avail-
able in smaller centres. A large portion
of the population is inclined to be at-
tracted by the bright lights. If loan money
is allocated to the metropolitan area
through the pressure of the population
demanding greater extension of facilities,
then we shall bring about a still greater
concentration in this restricted portion of
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the State. Apparently this process can go
on until the paint is reached where in-
sufficient people are left in the other parts
of the State to maintain the concentration
of population in the metropolitan area. It
is quite likely that this State is very close
to reaching such a point.

In this morning's newspaper it will be
noted, from the remarks of the spokes-
man for the Commonwealth Government,
that considerable concern is being expressed
at the dwindling overseas credits and the
difficulty of many local industries to com-
pete witha those overseas. Unless some-
thing is done to encourage production of
commodities which this country can pro-
duce efficiently and cheaply, then I sup-
pose we are almost at the point where the
force of economic circumstances will
arrest the growth of this State. In that
event, a large portion of the people would
be concentrated here, but there would be
no employment for them.

Anyone giving thought to the general
economic outlook of Australia must be
concerned with the fact that fewer and
fewer of our industries can compete with
overseas producers. We have almost reached
the stage where wheat, wool and meat are
the only substantial earners of overseas
exchange. We have seen the smaller ag-
ricultural industries being gradually
forced, through high labour and other
costs, to be constricted as they become un-
profitable and those conducting them cease
operations. Many members representing
outer suburban areas must know that in-
dustries like poultry farming are facing
great difficulties. I understand that con-
siderable contraction is taking place in
that industry; certainly the future does
not look bright.

Traditionally wool, wheat and meat have
been able to compete with overseas pro-
ducts. Those are the commodities which
have provided the basis for Australian ex-
pansion in the past. Unless some active
steps are taken to encourage people to
live and work in the farming areas, the out-
look for metropolitan residents and those
in other populated centres of the State,
is not bright. Therefore I feel justified in
urging that the Treasurer and the Minis-
ter for Works in particular, examine the
allocation of loan funds from every angle.

I realise that pressure has been exerted
on the Government at all times to assist
industrial expansion. All of us are anxious
to see a well-balanced economy in this
State and as much industrial activity to
go on as can be properly organised. On
the other hand, if such expansion is or-
ganised at the expense of primary pro-
duction, which is the provider of overseas
credits, and which pays for the vital im-
ports into Australia, then we are running
into a dangerous position. This is a very
important question and should not be left
entirely to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

When a conference takes place at which
the Commonwealth and the States are
represented, there is always the tendency
for the State representatives to take the
attitude that the Commonwealth should
grapple with this problem. Admittedly,
the Commonwealth Constitution has ap-
plied, and the Federal Government has
greater resources, but the State must also
play its part. The manner in which loan
funds are allocated to the different por-
tions of the State can have a very material
effect on the pattern of development in
Western Australia.

it is always very difficult for members
to examine the Public Accounts and to
discover how funds have been spent. I
have tried to examine the returns supplied
to members but I have been unable to get
a perf ect picture of how the funds have
been allocated and spent. This is because
of the grouping of items in the various
votes and because of my imperfect know-
ledge of the administration of the depart-
ments. The comments of the Auditor
General can be read with much profit. He
and his assistants are trained to make a
careful analysis of the Public Accounts. In
fact, they are the watch dogs of Parlia-
ment. I have tried to examine his com-
ments as best I can.

When speaking on the Address-in-reply,
I quoted some of the comments made by
the Auditor General with regard to the
charcoal iron industry at Wundowie, but
unfortunately my time ran out before I
was able to complete my remarks. This
industry is typical of others which have
been assisted by the Government, either
wholly or partly, in its expansion or de-
velopment. Similar industries can also be
investigated.

I examined the Wundowie project be-
cause when the Premier, who was then the
Minister for Industrial Development, in-
troduced the Bill dealing with this project,

I secured the adjournment of the debate.
I well remember the Minister for Indus-
trial Development, when speaking on the
Address-in-reply at that time, saying that
the estimated capital required to establish
the industry was £:150,000, of which
£125,000 was for capital works and the
other £25,000 for working capital. In his
report for the year ended the 30th June,
1953 , the Auditor General stated that the
funds provided by the Treasury from the
General Loan Fund were £1,249,501.

On investigating this matter, the point
strikes one as to how far estimates can be
astray, and how difficult it is for a Govern-
ment, once it has assisted an industry, to
turn back, and how much loan money can
be used in a project such as this. It is
all very well to have this industry at Wun-
dowie, but if the sum of £1,249,501 had
been spent in some other direction, such
as in providing water supplies for the ex-
pansion of the profitable primary indus-
tries, how much greater dividends would
the State have received?
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I do not know whether members have
examined the accounts relating to the in-
dustry at Wundowie. In the report of the
Auditor General of that time, the deficiency
on operations was £:466,285, or nearly half
a million. While I do not deny that the
industry has been of some value to the
State, particularly during the period when
iron for casting purposes was difficult to
obtain from the Eastern States, on the
other hand, £:500,000 is a very high price
f or the State to pay.

Mr. Lawrence: What did the Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act cost the State?

Mr. PERKINS: The member for Fre-
mantle is going back a long way for
material with which to try to combat my
argument. I do not know the figure, but
whatever subsidies were provided to the
farming community during the depression,
they were repaid several times over in the
concession prices at which the wheat
farmers in particular, were required to sell
their product at the end of the war and
during the years immediately after.

Mr. Lawrence: You admit you do not
know the figure.

Mr. PERKINS: No, but I know that the
amount of money available to provide any
assistance at that time was so limited that
it could not have been very much. I think
it was a matter of only a couple of hundred
thousand pounds. The member for Fre-
mantle mnakes no cuiiiiuwt, so my estimate
is probably too high.

Mr. Lawrence: At one moment you say
you do not know, and then you give a
figure.

Mr. PERKINS: I am only guessing.

Mr. Lawrence: You should not guess
here, because you mislead the Committee.

Mr. PERKINS: Apparently the hon.
member does not know, either. I am able
to make an estimate because I know that
the amounts available to the Government
at that period to assist farmers or anyone
else were not very great. To proceed in
connection with Wundowie, I would like
the Minister for Industrial Development
to make some statement during the debate
on the immediate future of the industry.
I have read the comments of the Auditor
General, and naturally they deal mainly
with the financial operations.

The member for Stirling asked some
questions in connection with the industry
during the session, and so did I, but a few
loose ends still remain to be tied, and only
the Minister can tie them. I notice that
in the Auditor General's report a figure is
mentioned of the sum set aside to provide
for the rebricking of the furnace. I hope
that amount is sufficient. One would
rather fear that it might not be because
the money has been set aside progressively
over a period, and costs have risen con-
tinuously during that time. The fear in
my mind is that the amount of money set

aside is not sufficient to do the job. I
would like the Minister to tell us whether
it is.

An even more important aspect, possibly,
is that during the period of rebricking
there can be no production from the plant.
I understand that the rebricking will take
about four months. If the plant is out of
production for that period, I take it that
the amount set aside for the actual re-
bricking will not cover the loss which is
inevitable as a result of the plant being out
of production. It seems inconceivable that
the rest of the operations of the plant can
just be shut down for such a period.

On the face of it, one must fear that in
the year that the rebricking is carried
out, there will be a substantial loss. The
Minister might at least clear up that point.
I did not have the opportunity to complete
my speech because of the shortage of time.
There is one other point in the Auditor
General's report that I did not have time
to refer to, but which I would like to men-
tion now. It appears on page 47 of the
report for 1954-

From August, 1950, iron ore has been
mined at Koolyanobbing, on a reserve
under the Mining Act, near Southern
Cross. Although monthly returns of
the ore taken have been furnished to
the Mines Department, royalties pay-
able under the Mining Act have not
been claimed from the industry, and
no provision had been made in the
amounts to the 30th June, 1953, to
meet the demand.

That seems to be a rather peculiar posi-
tion, and one would have thought that
the proper course would be for provision
to be made in the accounts of the Mines
Department to have the royalties allocated,
and then for suitable provision to be made
for the Treasury to meet that figure. Ad-
mittedly, it is only a matter of transfer-
ring an amount from one department to
another, but I think that the accounts of
State trading ventures should be made
out in such a form that not only members
of Parliament, but the general public can
judge their success or otherwise by ordin-
ary commercial standards.

Not to charge royalties, which I take it
any private concern would have to pay,
merely creates a false impression as to how
profitable the proposition really is. The
same thing applies in regard to State hotels.
Because they are State concerns and be-
cause they do not have to pay any liquor
licences, they do not even have to pay the
6 per cent. to the Licensing Court. As
a matter of fact the court has no jurisdic-
tion over them.

The point I stress is that members of
Parliament, and the public generally, can
easily form a false impression as to whether
a State enterprise is profitable unless the
accounts are presented in the same manner
as are the accounts of a private concern
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running a similar business. For that rea-
son I would like the Minister for Indus-
trial Development to make some comment
on the future of this concern. Close at-
tention should be given by the Government
to the allocation of loan funds.

At this stage it is impossible for members
to spread themselves in speaking about the
extensions that should be made in country
areas from where the main primary pro-
ducts come, but this matter is probably
fairly well known to the Government al-
ready. I think, however, that in considering
what the allocation of loan funds should be,
the Treasurer should bear in mind that
certain products-particularly wool, wheat
and meat-are maintaining the economic
good health of Australia at the present
time.

Whilst our industrial concerns are use-
ful in providing a spread of employment
in our State, they are not the ones that
are maintaining our economy. On the
other hand, unless we are able to main-
tain the volume and efficiency of pro-
duction in our basic primary industries,
then the outlook will be very gloomy in-
deed, for not only are these industrial
concerns supported by State money, but
industry, generally, throughout the State.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke-Northam-in reply) [4.56]: It is
rather a pity that the hate which the mem-
ber for Roe has against the charcoal iron
and steel industry at Wundowie is so very
deep and apparently permanent. If a mem-
ber of this Chamber intends to get up here
and indulge in the strong criticism the hon.
member has voiced this afternoon, he
should at least go to some trouble to make
reasonable inquiries to ascertain why an
estimate made about 1942 was substanti-
ally exceeded when the industry was finally
established.

Members will recollect that the industry
was established in a period when it was
very difficult to establish anything because
there were extreme difficulties in regard
to manpower, plant, material and every-
thing else. Furthermore, thie industry as
it exists today is much larger and more
extensive than that which was envisaged
when the estimate which the member for
Roe speaks of was taken out. I doubt very
much whether the member for Roe has
ever inspected the industry.

Mr. Perkins: I have read the reports.
The TREASURER: The hon. member

has never bothered to go three miles off
the main road, on which he travels from
Perth to his electorate, to have a look at
the industry for himself. It would not
have taken him two hours to do that, an~d
it would not have cost him more thani six
miles of additional travelling.

Had he gone to the works, the manage-
ment would have been very happy to
show him through the industry and ex-
plain to him in detail the vast changes

and extensions which did take place, com-
pared with what was envisaged when the
estimate was taken out in 1942, that being
the estimate which he has quoted so freely
this afternoon, and which he has quoted
quite freely and with considerable glee
on other occasions.

I suggest to the hon. member that he
go to Wundowie, have a look at the
original plans and estimates and see what
has actually been established; and I am
sure that if he does so he will have a
much better outlook in regard to the in-
dustry and will not feel so sour about it.

Mr. Perkins: The production of iron
is j ust about identical with what you esti-
mated when you originally introduced the
Bill.

The TREASURER: I suggest that the
hon. member faces up to the practical issues
of the situation. Let him go and have a
look at it. It will not cost him anything.
If it does, I will compensate him out of
my own pocket; and I cannot make a
fairer offer than that. This industry has
come through difficult periods and I am
sure that the leader of the party to which
the member for Roe belongs could tell
him, if he cared to consult him about the
issue, much that might tend to give the
hon. member a balanced outlook in re-
gard to the industry.

We in Western Australia have, I think,
some cause to be proud in the fact that
a combination of specially trained Western
Australians. together with a combination
of skilled new Australians, have been able
to do what has been carried out at Wun-
dowie. In fact, the charcoal iron pro-
duced there has found markets in many
countries of the world, including America,
and I understand that the overseas mar-
kets for this product are increasing.

In addition, I do not think it would be
an exaggeration to say that the sawmill
operated in association with the charcoal
Iron industry at Wundowie is one of the
biggest and most up to date in Australia.
Most of the expenditure in connection
with the establishment of the sawmilling
section of the industry was incurred in an
inflationary period when costs were sky-
high. The cost of establishing the saw-
mill on the large and modern scale upon
which it was established would, of course,
be part of the total construction costs as-
sociated with the whole of the industry,
which figure the hon. member has quoted.
He made a comparison between the
original estimate for a much smaller total
industry with the final actual cost of con-
struction.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I think some
of the products sold outside the State
were sold at a considerable loss, were they
not?

The Minister for Mines: No.
The TREASURER: I would not think

SO.
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Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You have an-
other look.

The TREASURER: With the possible
exception of the products of wood distilla-
tion, I would think that the products sold
outside Australia today would not be sold
at a loss. The original idea behind the
establishment of the industry was cer-
tainly not to make profits. It was to
establish the industry upon a semi-com-
mercial basis to see if we could make a
success of an industry in Western Aus-
tralia in the hope that if we did, it might
not be impracticable, subsequently, to
build upon the foundation a large-scale
iron and steel industry for the purpose of
producing large quantities of steel in this
State from local raw materials.

Hon. D. Brand: Is all the raw ma-
.terial being drawn from Koolyanobbing?

The TREASURER: Most of it. It is
easy to pick out a particular effort of the
State, irrespective of whether it be in the
field of secondary industry, primary in-
dustry or something else, and say that so
much loss has been involved. There is no
doubt that considerable financial loss has
been involved in the establishment and
operation of this industry at Wundowie.
But any person, especially any member of
Parliament, who has no wider views than
that of the set-up, is taking an extremely
narrow view. If the same view were to be
applied in respect of all industry, activity
and effort Ifl this State, Western Austra-
lia, instead of having the population, pro-
duction and prosperity it has today, would
not have any population at all.

Hon. A. F. Watts: I would like to say
a few words on this vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The Premier intro-
duced the vote and by rising and speak-
ing has replied to the debate and has
closed the general discussion. The hon.member can deal with this subject on one
of the items.

Hon. A. F. Watts: Very well.
Vote put and passed.

Votes-TramwaYs and Ferries, £75,000;
State Electricity Commission, £725,000-
agreed to.

Vote-Public Works, £C4,516,120:
HON. SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray)

[5.7]: I wish to make a protest against the
increased charges that have been imposed
in the drainage districts. The Minister
said that it was an increase of only 25 Per
cent., and he regarded that as small. I
would say that any increase of 25 per cent
could be considered large.

The Minister for Housing: It indicates
that increases should have been made
much earlier.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The Minis-
ter wants to saddle something on to the
previous Government and ask why it did
not increase these costs. I would remind

the Minister of his Leader's promise that
he would not increase costs. In fact, the
Premier said that if his party were re-
turned to power, there would be no in-
creased charges and he would do some-
thing to curb inflation.

The Minister for Railways: Put value
back into the £ like Bob said!

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The Pre-
mier has not carried out those promises.
Surely the Government must know that
Governments, as well as primary concerns,
are responsible for increasing costs. If
Governments increase taxation and
charges, it must cause inflation and in-
creased costs generally. The member for
Roe referred to an item in today's paper,
under the heading of "Decline in Trade
Worries Cabinet." The article stated that
the Federal Government had appointed a
committee to go into this question, and
Senator- McLeay is reported as saying that
unless we could supply better quality goods
and do something about our costs, we
would lose our overseas markets.

Costs to the primary producers are still
rising and the Government is not free
from blame in that regard. Not only does
the Government increase costs, but also
the local governing authorities are doing
the same thing. The Government would
be well advised to have a look at costs
generally, including those imposed by local
governing bodies. The people in the areas
upon which the additional charge has been
inflicted are, as I said by way of question
the other day, mostly engaged in the
dairying industry and to a large extent
they are working on a fixed price for their
products.

The Minister said that drainage bene-
fited the areas in which it was carried out.
I do not deny that, but any public work
or Government moneys spent in a district
benefit the locality concerned. Some time
ago the Treasurer said that railway
freights would not be further increased
because he did not think that the users
of the system should be asked to bear any
additional cost. But, as we know, rail-
way freights were increased by 35 per cent.
It does not matter to those who have to
bear taxation whether it is in the form of
increased railway freights, drainage
charges or in some other form. It all adds
to their cost of production, and today the
dairying industry is facing a difficult
period.

As we know by today's paper, the over-
seas position is causing concern. Before
any increased charges are made on pri-
mary producers. I should think that the
State Government would be well advised
to have a look at the Commonwealth set-
up generally and do something to co-
operate with the Federal Government to
keep charges down. On present indica-
tions it looks as though those charges will
increase.
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Mr. Lawrence: You are putting up a
great argument for price control.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am not.
The tendency throughout Australia today
is to get away from price control; we have
seen that in the last day or two and our
experience has been that under price con-
trol we do not get away from increased
costs.

Mr. Lawrence: They are still rising.

Hon. Sir ROSS MCLARTY: This Gov-
ermnent has been responsible for helping
to increase costs on all industries, despite
the promises made. There is considerable
concern in the drainage areas about the
additional charges. It is of no use singling
out a particular item and saying that the
total sum received is only so much, and
so what is 25 per cent. on that! These
increased charges are going on continually,
and although they may be only small
when looked at singly, they amount to a
great deal in the aggregate. I do not think
there is any justification for the Govern-
ment's imposing these increased charges,
and in the long run it will not benefit from
them. It is another brake or set-back to
primary industry and another burden
which the farmers are expected to bear.

I rather think the attitude of this Gov-
ernment has been that the easiest section
to get at are the primary producers and
that added burdens on that section of the
community are not resisted to the same
extent as they are by other better-
organised industries throughout the State.
As members know, the foundation of the
prosperity of this State is based to a large
extent on primary industries.

Mr. Lawrence: Your Government did
not do a bad job with regard to B.1H.P.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: We did a
good job in bringing it to this State, and
the hon. member should be appreciative
of the fact, because that company is estab-
lished in his electorate. But I want to
protest and again draw the attention of
the people to the fact that the Govern-
ment is not honouring its promises, but
is continuing to add further burdens on
the people by way of increased charges.

Mr. Lawrence: Rubbish!

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. T. Tonkin-Melville-in reply) [5.16]:
I want to reply briefly to the Leader of
the Opposition. it is amusing to hear an
ex-Treasurer speak in the way he has done
because he surely realises the necessity for
arresting the drift in finances if the State
is to be enabled to continue to function
satisfactorily. Otherwise, a situation would
arise in which it would become necessary
to use loan moneys to make up for revenue
expenditure which the Grants Commission

would refuse to approve. As that would
have a very salutary effect on the Govern-
ment, it would be only storing up trouble
for some future Administration.

We could follow the easy way, like the
previous Government did, and neglect the
advice of our officers on these matters, and
allow the State to drift. That would be
the easy way, and if we wanted to dodge
our responsibilities, we could follow it.
But, of course, we would not do that. I
have no strong desire to increase charges
or impose additional burdens on people;
if I can avoid increasing rates, I am happy
to do so.

In the references to the drainage rates,
it has been pointed out that in the various
districts revenue is falling far short of
what is necessary to make ends meet, and.
even with this comparatively small in-
crease, there will still be a deficiency be-
tween revenue and expenditure. I was
urged to go further. It was suggested to
me that it was necessary that these under-
takings should make some pretence of pay-
ing their way, if the burden on others not
getting this direct advantage was not to be
borne by them.

I did not do that, but I felt I had no
alternative but to ask people who were
benefiting to carry some of the cost of the
service they were receiving. When it was
suggested to the representatives of the
farmers that we might go into the whole
question of rating with a view to altering
the method by which rates were levied,
they preferred this slight increase to any
change, realising, of course, that this is
perfectly equitable treatment.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Do you think
25 per cent. is a slight increase?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Per-
centages are misleading, and here again I
am amused at the Leader of the Opposi-
tion because, during his term in office, he
imposed 100 per cent, increase in some
rates. If one makes no mention of the
figures involved and merely talks about
Percentages, 100 per cent. is a tremendous
increase. The Leader of the Opposition
will know to what I refer, and will not
deny that he did make 100 per cent, in-
crease in some charges.

But what did the 100 per cent, amount
to? It amounted to id. in some cases.
Accordingly, we can completely ignore per-
centages as an indication of the amount of
increase. One must have regard to the
existing rate and the amount involved in
the increase.

Mr. Yates: Your Government was going
to reduce these rates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member's Government had shouldered
its responsibilities squarely-

M. Yates: Which it did.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Which
it did not. Let us take water rates as an
example. Advice was tendered to the pre-
vious Government that it was essential to
increase rates in the metropolitan area,
and Cabinet actually decided to do so, but
pressure was brought to bear by metro-
politan members-possibly the member for
South Perth was one.

Mr. Yates: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I say
possibly the hon. member was one. The
file shows clearly that the Government
was so impressed by the case put up by
the department for the necessity to in-
crease water rates that it actually decided
to do so. But it neglected to carry out its
decision, and left it to the incoming Gov-
ernment to do. There is a complete ex-
.planation as to why we found it essential
to make these increases.

We were entitled to assume that the
previous Government would make them
where they were necsesary, but it did not
do so. Accordingly, we have to shoulder
the burden, which should have been borne
by the previous Government. So it is with
these drainage rates, to a large extent.
If the previous Government had kept the
rates somewhere in keeping with the ser-
vices rendered, to see that the gap between
revenue and expenditure was not large,
then it would not have been necessary for
the present Government to make the in-
creases which it has been obliged to im-
pose.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: The Premier
said the stats of the finances was appalling,
and yet he made a promise to reduce the
charges.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
were appalling, but we did not imagine
they were as appalling as we found them.
Would it be possible to have a stronger
case? Reluctant as the previous Govern-
ment was, seeing that it was approaching
an election, to do anything that might
lose it support, the case for increased water
rates was so strong that that Government
agreed to put them up.

Mr. Hutchinson: And you, as an Opposi-
tion, did not know anything about it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, how
could we? We did not have access to the
files. But when there was a change of
Government, we found out that that was
the decision of Cabinet. It was reversed
later on and, reading between the lines,
one comes to the conclusion that that re-
versal was brought about because of pres-
sure by metropolitan members. If mem-
bers are in some difficulty with their
memories over this-and I do not claim
this is the truth of the matter, it is only
my assumption with regard to certain indi-
cations-I would suggest that metropoli-
tan members had a meeting with the then
Under Secretary for Water Supply-

The Minister for Housing: Quite right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -and
then subsequently communicated their
ideas to Cabinet as a whole, or to a mem-
ber or members of the Cabinet.

Mr. Hutchinson: But you knew all that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How
could I?

Mr. Hutchinson: You knew all that be-
fore the promise was made to reduce rates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So it
was true?

Mr. Hutchinson: "You knew," I said.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So it
was true.

The Minister for Housing: Yes or no.
Mr. Hutchinson: Do you deny that you

knew? You cannot.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it

were not true, I could not possibly have
known it. So if the hon. member charges
me with having known it-

Mr. Hutchinson: Do you deny you knew?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -that is
as much as saying my statement now is
factual.

Mr. Hutchinson: A lot of this was in
the Press. Wake up to yourself!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Having
been impressed by the strength of the case
for increased rates, and having decided to
put tnem into operation, the previous Gov-
ernment neglected to do so for political
purposes and so, when the change of Gov-
ernment took place, there was no option
but to do the correct thing; and that
should have been done by the previous
Government.

Mr. Hutchinson: You knew that before
the promise was made.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
precisely what has happened with regard
to other rates.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: We did what
you said you would do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On a
number of occasions since this Govern-
ment has taken office, I have refused to
increase rates, especially water rates, in
places where it has been necessary to im-
pose restrictions. I have acted against the
advice of my officers on this matter, where
they have suggested that increases should
be made. I felt that there was an obliga-
tion on the department to provide the
water for which it charges, and if it could
not do so, it had no right to increase the
existing rate. In this case, I have refused
to increase the rates and they have re-
mained as they were for some time.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Then you do
not always take the advice of your officers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cer-
tainly do not. I listen to their advice and
give it full consideration and make up my
mind as I think circumstances warrant.
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Mr. Hutchinson: You make your own
mistakes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I make
my own decisions, and if they are wrong,
I carry the responsibility.

Mr. Yates: You do so in any case.
Mr. Ackland: A pity all Ministers do not

rely on the advice they get!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I appre-

ciate the Leader of the Opposition feeling
it incumbent on himself to raise some pro-
test against the increase in rates, but in
his heart he must know it is justified be-
cause of the service being rendered; and
the proof is that the men concerned have
not raised any protest. They have accepted
the increase because they know-and they
have their representatives on the board-
that there is no escape from asking people
to go some distance towards meeting the
cost of services they receive.

Unfortunately, we have had to shut down
on drainage extensions in order to use the
money for water supplies but, despite the
increase in drainage charges, the Leader
of the Opposition has supported requests
that more drainage work be carried out in
these areas because of the benefits which
the owners of the land derive from such
work when it is put into operation. I
regret as much as anybody that increases
have had to be made; but we must face
our responsibility if we want to avoid a
more serious situation developing subse-
quently because of our not facing up to the
immediate requirements of the time.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-North-West, £860,630; Metropoli-
tan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage,
£C1,652,000; Mines, £148,650; State Housing
Commission, £C1,575,000-agreed to.

Vote-Agriculture, £38,250:
MR. JAMIESON (Canning) [5.35]: 1

notice that one of the main items for
which this money is to be used is the pur-
chase of a property for a viticultural re--
search station. Recently I asked a series
of questions concerning the finding of mar-
kets for produce from the Swan Valley.
Whilst the Minister supplied me with some
answers to the questions and said that
the prospects of disposing of the fruit from
that district were bright, I was not alto-
gether satisfied, and took the matter up
with him subsequently. He confessed then
that the answers were not satisfactory as
far as the establishment of further mar-
kets was concerned.

The Agriculture Vote is for the develop-
ment of agriculture; and I feel that if we
are to make any progress in that direction
at all, we must have markets for our pro-
duce. However, very little, if anything,
has been done to encourage the extension
of markets north-east of Australia. I

firmly believe that if we actively pursue
inquiries in this sphere we will secure mar-
kets not only for our fruit but for other
produce that could be sold to the people of
those lands.

Of recent date we have seen in the
finance and trade columns of the Press
that there has been a debit balance in the
State's external trade. The only way in
which that situation can be improved is
by extending the markets for our agri-
cultural produce. It is of little use con-
ducting research into possibilities of in-
creased production if we have no markets
for what is produced. When appropria-
tion of loan moneys is made in the future,
I hope some thought will be given to im-
provement of markets so that the products
concerning which the department gives in-
formation to the producers may be quitted
and not stored in this State, often to the
detriment of the growers.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland)
15.38]: 1 support the remarks of the mem-
ber for Canning on this matter and compli-
ment the Government on having set up a
research station in Upper Swan. I believe
that its establishment is timely, and that
it can do quite a lot of good to the viti-
cutlural industry. Unfortunately that in-
dustry has reached a stage when doubts
have been expressed as to what the future
holds. In recent years a number of people
have left the industry because they believed
it had no future for them. On the one
hand prices were beginning to recede; and,
on the other, the fertility of the land in the
Upper Swan and Swan areas was alleged
to be very deficient in manurial value. I
recently attended a dinner of those in-
terested in the industry, and particularly
in dried fruits. They are concerned about
the price being received; and I hope the
Government will be able to do something,
as was suggested by the member for Can-
ning, in the way of finding markets for
that product.

There is another aspect. I had the pecu-
liar experience last year of growers from
the Swan districts approaching me in re-
gard to the quitting of their fresh fruit on
the Singapore market. The basis of their
allegation seemed to be that fruit from
certain people was passed at Fremantle
by the Agricultural Department as being
first-grade and allowed to go overseas;
while other people's fruit was withheld be-
cause it was alleged to be not up to standard
The people who saw me felt that they were
being victimised, and that the fruit that
was allowed to go through was passed be-
cause it consisted of well-known brands,
and the people who had entered the in-
dustry in recent years had their fruit re-
jected because it was not branded.

I hope that we shall not reach the stage
where preference will be shown to growers
of long standing. Although the allegations
were made to me, I did not think that
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they had substance. I believe the officers
of the department are trying to do a con-
scientious job; but that is how it appeared
to the growers in areas from which the
fruit came. I made it my business to inter-
view a man who is buying and selling on
the Singapore market, and I asked him to
investigate privately why certain people's
fruit was being left in the markets, or why
they were not getting high prices, whilst
other and older growers were quitting their
fruit at a good figure.

That gentleman sent some samples of
fruit to Singapore and asked his friends
to investigate the statement I had made.
Subsequently he reported to me that one
of the reasons why the fruit of some of
the older growers was bringing top
market prices, and that of some of the
recent growers was being left was that
over the years the fruit submitted by the
older growers had been tried and proved.
Consequently buyers-particularly of
grapes--went to the auctioneers and said
that when consignments from these older
growers of perhaps 25 to 30 years' standing
were received, they were prepared to pay
top prices with any competitor; but when
it came to the other growers they were not
so disposed. That was the explanation
given to me.

I feel that if that procedure continues,
it will be unfair to newcomers to the indus-
try of 5, 10 or 15 years' standing who are
just as conscientious with regard to the
supplying of good-quality grapes as are
the older growers. I do not want to men-
tion names, because of the embarrassment
that might be caused; but I would like the
Government to see that the more recent
growers are given equal opportunities with
older producers to quit their fruit, even if
representations have to be made to buyers
in the Singapore market.

The present position is most discouraging
for newcomers to the industry, especially
as the cost of bringing a property into pro-
duction during recent years is three or four
times greater than it was when the older
viticulturists were establishing themselves.
If these later growers find it difficult to
quit their fruit, and thousands of cases
have to be left on their hands in this
State, it will be most discouraging for them
and very bad for the State.

My advice to the Minister is to endeavour
to get the Government representative in
Singapore to persuade buyers to take a
percentage of the fruit from these growers
and test it out and, if it be found wanting,
to report to the Government. It is quite
wrong that the fruit of certain growers
should be picked out and that they should
be the only ones to get the top prices. We
are hundreds of miles closer to the Singa-
pore market than are supplying countries
such as Egypt, America, Spain and other
European countries, and our growers
should be entitled to receive the best prices.

I hope that the Minister will investigate
the matter so that newcomers to the indus-
try will be given every encouragement.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Forests, £104,000;* Native Affairs
£12,000; Other State Undertakings,
£1,372,350-agreed to.

Vote-Sundries, £50,000:
MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) [5.52]:

There is one matter to which I wish to
refer briefly. Had we been considering
these Estimates earlier in the session, I
would have taken time to make a full dress
speech, but the occasion being what it is,
I shall confine my remarks to headings.
I refer chiefly to the item, "Loan Flotation
Expenses and Discounts, £,9,980" in order
to show the effect of our interest obliga-
tions on the financial position of the State.

It is a matter of considerable interest
that the total public debt has shown a
consistent increase ever since the first
loans were raised, and as a result of the
increased borrowings, there has been a
great increase in the volume of interest
payable, while recently there has been an
upward movement in the interest rate.
Producing this in the form of a graph, one
finds a fairly smooth upward turn-a very
obvious increase. The total amount of
loans raised in each year, of course, has
vari ed. During the war years and immedi-
ately afterwards, the loan raisings debited
to this State were in themselves less than
the interest charges. At that time, the
situation was controlled to same extent by
regulations connected with the war.

From 1949 to 1953, there was a very
steep rise in the amount of loan money
made available to the States. This was
due to more money being available and to
the policy adopted in the central sphere.
The closing date for the present Federal
loan, of which we will receive our propor-
tion, had to be extended in order to get
it filled. The point I wish to make is that
the graph with the extensions* shows that
we are continuing to borrow at a faster
rate than we are repaying, and the upward
trend in interest rates shows an upward
turn on interest charges. We are aware
that there will be a downward turn on
loan raising, and unless there is a definite
change in the whole situation, by about
1957, we shall be unable to raise loans
equivalent to the amount of interest we
shall be paying. This is a very serious
financial situation and one which no Gov-
ernment should have to face.

I should like to extend the argument at
some length, but shall not do so beyond
indicating that this is a most serious mat-
ter and one that must be faced. It may
be said that this Position is contributed
to by a change in Federal policy by making
loan moneys available to the States and
using revenue for Federal requirements
whereas previously it was almost the other
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way round. Unless there is a reversal of
that policy in the next four or five years
or possibly more, or else great changes in
the financial atmosphere, the time will
come when we shall not be receiving from
loan raisings the equivalent of our interest
charges, and a position like that is one
bordering on bankruptcy.

The matter of the continually rising
public debt, I suggest, is one that should
be dealt with at the next Premiers' Con-
ference. There must be a re-arrangement
of financial relations between the Common-
wealth and the States not only in regard to
revenue, but also in regard to loan raisings
and their effect on State finance. Some
years ago we were parties to a financial
agreement that made a big change in the
whole set-up between the States and the
Commonwealth, and the Commonwealth
then assumed the responsibility for guar-
anteeing the capital of State loans.

It is fairly evident on the background
of our experience-which I know is parallel
to a greater or less extent with that of
other States- that there must be a change
in the whole of the loan raising policy,
the public debt structure and all the re-
lated factors. The actual cost of loan
raising is perhaps small in relation to the
capital, but the cost which will lie on the
future of the State is a very great one.
There are people who will tell one that
loan money and only loan money should
be spent on developmental works and that
the future should pay for the benefits
which will accrue, but if we are to reach
a situation in which the future will be
unable to pay for the benefits we give
them, the people of that day will not bless
us for doing so.

I raise the matter as one which I think
is completely without political content and
which is of great importance. I would like
to see the matter the subject of confer-
ences between representatives of the State
and Commonwealth financial experts, with
the guidance of the Leaders of both sides
of the Houses from all States and from
the Commonwealth, because this matter is
going to run the State into a situation
where it will completely lose its financial
independence, and we may find ourselves
even more tightly bound to the purse
strings of the Commonwealth than we are
now.

That is a situation that none of us is
exceptionally anxious to see, because we
must have some degree of financial in-
dependence if we are going to rule the
State as we are required to under the
Constitution. The only other method is to
go completely into unification and give the
Commonwealth all the power, authority
and responsibility and close the State
Parliaments up. That may happen in the
future and unless this problem is dealt
with fairly quickly, that future may be a
good deal closer than any of us anticipate.

It could come in our own liftetimes and
Possibly do some of the younger members
here-at least-out of a career on which
they are now starting.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the Loan Estimates for

the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.
In accordance with resolutions adopted

in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave given to introduce the Bill,
which was read a first time.

Second Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

J. T. Tonkin-Melville) [5.55] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is re-
quired to provide for the appropriation of
funds necessary for the services of the
year. The Estimates of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund have been very freely de-
bated, as have also the Estimates of the
General Loan Fund and the State Trading
Concerns, and so it is unnecessary for
much to be said about those Estimates.

Two Supply Bills have been passed this
session granting in all £.22,000,000 from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £8,000,000
from the General Loan Fund and
£1,500,000 from the Public Account. The
Bill grants further supply up to the total
amount requiring appropriation. It also
appropriates the respective funds for the
various purposes and the amounts are set
out in summarised form in Schedules (B),
(C) and (D).

It is also necessary to appropriate the
amounts spent during the previous year
in excess of the votes, and provision for
this purpose is also made In the Bill. De-
tails of the excesses on the Consolidated
Revenue Funmd and on the General Loan
Fund respectively will be found in
Schedules (E) and (F). Under Section 41
of the Forests Act, 1918-1931, Parliament
is required each year to approve of a
scheme of expenditure from the fund
established under that section, for the im-
provement and reforestation of State
forests and the development of forestry,
and Clause 4 of the Bill is to approve of
such scheme for the year 1954-55.

This scheme, which provides for an ex-
penditure of £536,115, has already been
laid on the Table of the House and a sum-
mary will be found in Schedule 10. As I
have already said, in view of the debates
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which have taken place on the Estimates
which have been before Parliament, I do
not think it necessary to enlarge upon the
provisions. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. WILD (Dale) [5.58]: As the Minis-
ter has pointed out, this is an appropria-
tion Bill to ratify certain payments and it
is appropriate that one should on this,
which we hope will be the last day of the
session, review in retrospect the reason for
Parliament being called together for a
special session in April last and then being
called together again in June, two months
earlier than usual.

Members may recall that in April of this
year Parliament was called together speci-
fically to deal with a problem that was said
to be confronting the people of Western
Australia; and as the result of that, in-
creased expenditure by the State must have
been entailed. On that occasion all sorts
of sweeping statements were made as to
what was going to happen to people in
regard to evictions and I think it would
be only fitting for us to take a glance
back and see what was predicted at that
special session, for many hundreds of
people-some members used extravagant
language and said many thousands of
people-unless something was done to
amend our rents and tenacy legislation.

In introducing the requisite measure and
giving his reasons for the calling together of
Parliament, the Minister for Housing,
among other things, said-

As to what is likely to happen after
the 30th April, unless Parliament takes
corrective action, already there have
been approximately 100 persons per
month calling at the State Housing
Commission indicating that they have
been informed by their landlords that
they are to be evicted or, alternatively,
that their rent is going to be so steeply
increased that they will have no alter-
native but to leave. In addition, there
is a list of some 200 names which has
been given to me by the Chief Secre-
tary and forwarded from the rent in-
spector's office, which indicates that
that number of people have called at
that office because of the situation that
is likely to confront them.

Then he went on to say-
However, after the 30th April, when

it will be competent for a landlord to
give notice, unless there be an altera-
tion in the law, I would say that this
list of several hundred will be magni-
fied many times. It is a matter of
simple arithmetic for one to appre-
ciate that the Housing Commission
could not possibly deal with such a
situation should it arise. Therefore
those who were opposed to this emer-
gency legislation and who are not dis-
posed to change their minds will be

wilfully, because they have full know-
ledge of the facts, condemning many
hundreds of our kith and kin to a state
of affairs under which they will have
no alternative for themselves and their
families.

He went on to outline, at that time,
what would be the emergency provisions he
would put into operation when these hun-
dreds and possibly thousands of people were
thrown out on the street. However, as
members know, nothing happened at that
time. Despite that, the House was again
called together two months earlier than
usual; and on that occasion the Minister,
in introducing his measure, continued with
the scare campaign in an endeavour to
create in the minds of the people who
might, or might not, be thrown out of
their houses, that they were definitely go-
ing to be, and he used some of the most
extravagant language I have ever heard in
this House.

In his second reading speech on the
second occasion, he endeavoured to tot up
the number of people at that time-the 23rd
June, 1954-who had already called at the
State Housing Commission and who, ac-
cording to one of his most reliable officers
-I am not cavilling at that-had told him
what was to be the number of people who
would be evicted if something did not hap-
pen. The figure he gave on that occasion
was 1,276. In referring to what would
happen if we did not do something about
the rents and tenancies legislation, among
other things, the Minister had this to
say-

This is a question which affects
vitally and intimately many thousands
of people, as reflected in the figures,
and by the crowd standing outside
the offices of the Housing Commission,
which looks like a queue waiting for
the doors to open for a winter sale at
a departmental store. From the morn-
ing Press, one can check how many
letters to the editor have been pub-
lished in connection with what is go-
ing on.

Mr. Court: Are you suggesting
that the editor is suppressing letters
that he receives?

He finally wound up by saying-
This is an important measure and I

have been informed by the eviction
officer of the State Housing Comiis-
sion-and he is not interested in poli-
tics; I do not know his politics-

The Minister for Housing: Neither do I.
Mr. WILD: Continuing-

-that many people come in like dazed
cattle; they are bewildered and do not
know which way to turn, particularly
when there are children involved. If
they seek accommodation elsewhere,
they find the rents so high as to be
impossible of payment. Members
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know that the name of the eviction
officer is Mr. Prince. He has spoken
to and handled many hundreds of
these people, and that is the position
as he sees it. It is a serious social
problem, and I trust that both this
Chamber and the Legislative Council
will agree to these principles in order
to give the Government, which as-
sumes the responsibility, an oppor-
tunity of defending the people suffer-
ing from housing problems until such
time as the programme can be taken
up.

I agree with the last few words. As
members know, this Parliament, in its
wisdom, made certain amendments to the
legislation. From this side of the House,
we attacked the problem on the ground
that it would work itself out. Several
speakers on this side, including myself,
indicated that there would be plenty of
people coming into the State and also that
there would be a hill to get over. How-
ever, it would only be a matter of getting
over that hill for the question to level
itself out.

If ever true words were spoken in this
Chamber, they were uttered by those mem-
bers at that time, because let us review
what has happened. I want to have these
remarks recorded in "Hansard" because
so many people at the time, by the Minis-
ter gesticulating and throwing his arms
around, got the idea that there would be
an avalanche of evictions and that the
eviction officer would be waiting on their
doorsteps to cart their furniture away.
All those "scare" statements were made by
the Minister. Looking at the hard, cold
facts, we see that those statements were
unfounded. These are the number of
evictions recorded in the court-

Week ending No.
1/5/54...... .... .......... 9
8/5/54...... .... ......... 12

15/5/54...... .... .......... 5
22/5/54...... .... .......... 3
29/5/54...... .... .... ...... 4-
5/6/54...... .... ......... .6

12/6/54...... ... ............ 6
19/6/54...... .... ....... ... 13
26/6/54...... .... ....... ... 17-

Then we come to the period that members
on this side of the House have said would
be a difficult one, lasting from six to seven
weeks, while the problem was getting over
the hill. The number of evictions for this
period was-

Week ending No.
3/7/54...... ....... ..... 30

10/7/54...... .... ....... ... 25
17/7/54...... .... ....... ... 39
24/7/54...... .... .... ...... 41
31/7/54...... .... ....... ... 27-
7/8/54...... .... ....... ... 28

14/8/54...... .... ....... ... 35
21/8/54...... .... ....... ... 27
28/8/54...... .... ....... ... 36-

Then we come to the period where the
evictions were decreasing-

Week ending
4/9/54

11/9/54
18/9/54
25/9/54
6/11/54

13/11/54
20/11/54
27/11/54

r. No.
... .. . ... ... ... 22
... .. . ... .. . ... 8
... .. . ... .. . ... 9
... .. .. ... ... 14-
... .... .. .. . ... 10
.... ... .. . ... ... 9
... .. . ... .. . ... 9
.... ... .. . ... ... 9

The Minister for Housing: If you are
honest, you will quote the metropolitan
figures.

Mr. WILD: We did not see those thous-
ands of people whom the Minister said
would be thrown out of their houses. Ex-
cept for a short period, as indicated by
members on this side, when there would
be difficulty because of the many evic-
tion orders issued, the cold f act is that
from the 1st June to the 28th October only
425 persons were evicted by the metropoli-
taiin court in Western Australia.

Mr. Brady: That is too many. We must
remember that people are still being
evicted.

Mr. WILD: That may be too many, and
they may still be going on; but I suppose
the hon. member might feel, if he owns
a house, that he is entitled to get it back
some day. It is only right for individuals
to regain possession of their homes.
Against that, we come to the accommnoda-
tion found for evictees. This information
was given by the Minister in answer to
a question asked in this House. Over
the period from 1st June to 23rd October,
within a week of the period I previously
mentioned, the commission found accom-
modation for 283 persons. That was a
very good effort. Over 20 weeks, accom-
modation was found for an average of 14
persons a week. The Minister has told us
that he is building more Commonwealth-
State rental homes than ever before, and
credit should be given to him for so doing.

Hon. D. Brand: We have a very good
Federal Government.

Mr. WILD: A very good Federal Gov-
ernment gave him more funds.

The Minister for Housing: What you
have said is untrue.

Mr. WILD: The fact is that last year
the Minister got £3,900,000, or thereabouts.

The Minister for Housing: That was
more than we received.

Mr. WILD: That amount was allotted,
but when I was Minister for Housing I
got only £2,750,000. It is recorded in
"Hansard" that the Minister ticked me
off when I twitted him by saying that he
could not erect the number of houses he
claimed he would build. He said at the
time, "As I stand in my place now, we are
going to achieve our objective which I
said was 3,500 houses this year."
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The Minister for Housing: And the
commission built that number.

Mr. WILD: I am not cavilling at that,
but the point is that the Minister has
said, on the one hand, that he was build-
ing a record number of houses but, on the
other, he could not cope with the number
of evictions. Yet accommodation had to
be Jfound for only 283 persons! I repeat
what I said eight months ago when the
special session was called. It was called
together purely in the interests of poli-
tics, and the Minister is aware of that.
Elections were pending in a few weeks
and he wanted to create a scare among
the people in order to influence them.

The Minister for Housing: I shall have
to educate you after the tea adjourn-
ment.

Mr. WILD: Perhaps the Minister thinks
he can. At least I did not stand up like
a Hitler and throw my arms about, ges-
ticulating as I spoke.

The Minister for Housing: What are
you doing at the moment?

Mr. WILD: I did not throw my arms
about and say, "I cannot do this," and
"I can do that." We have to realise that
no good purpose was achieved by calling
members of Parliament together, includ-
ing Country Party members who reside
in distant parts of the State, for a special
.session for three weeks, purely for a
political purpose, and then the calling
of Parliament together two months
earlier than usual for a similar purpose.
Here we are, eight months afterwards,
and there have been fewer than one-
quarter of the evictions the Minister pre-
dicted.

The Minister for Works: What was the
total number of evictions?

Mr. WILD: As given by the Minister
for Housing in reply to a question, there
were 425 evictions between the 1st June
and the 28th October.

The Minister for Works: A short while
ago you said there were 283.

Mr. WILD: I said the number of evicted
people housed by the commission over the
same period was 283. Again, that figure was
given by the Minister in answer to a ques-
tion.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.M.

Mr. WILD: I was referring to the hypo-
crisy in calling Parliament together, firstly
in April for a special session, and two
months earlier than usual for the ordinary
session, in order to deal with what was
then said by the Minister and other mem-
bers on the Government side to be some-
thing which would approach a disaster in
the very near future if action were not
taken. The figures I have given are those
which were supplied by the Minister in
reply to questions, and they indicate with-
out a doubt that the supposed avalanche

of evictions was nothing but a myth and
was in keeping with one or two other
things of which I shall speak presently,
all indicating that the Minister is not on
the ball as regards housing, but prefers
to play politics and is fiddling with re-
sumptions in order at some future time,
if not immediately, to improve the political
situation of his party.

We have heard a lot about the Subiaco
fiats. This is something in which I took
little or no part when the debate came
on. I was not fully conversant with the
facts and furthermore I did not have the
file. However, the file has been before
us, and since it has been made available,
it is interesting to look back and see what
reasons the Commonwealth did advance
for considering it inadvisable to proceed
with that project. It is worthy of note
that the Subiaco fiat business did not
emanate with the State Housing Commis-
sion. Without doubt it came from the Min-
ister, because on the file, at page 11, it is
recorded-

Special meeting of the full Commis-
sion, 29th June, 1953.

Erection of brick flats:

The Hon. Minister attended at the
commencement of the meeting at the
invitation of the Chairman to explain
to members plans for the erection of a
block of brick flats on land owned by
the Government on the boundaries of
the City of Perth and the City of
Sublaco.

Discussion then took place on the
details supplied by the Hon. Minister.

Thus without doubt this emanated from
the Minister and not from the Housing
Commission. Then we were told at great
length of the interference that had taken
place, allegedly by some members in West-
ern Australia-imputing that they were
members from this side of the House-to
ensure that the project was not proceeded
with. Let us see what Dr. Raggatt, the
secretary of the Department of National
Development, had to say on the 3rd Sep-
tember, 1953. He wrote to the secretary
of the State Housing Commission as f 01-
lows:-

I refer to your letter 3500/53 of 14th
August, 1953, concerning the proposed
multi-unit project at Subiaco.

Our immediate reaction, on the basis
of the preliminary information so far
given to us, is to suggest reconsidera-
tion of the nine-storey block of fiats.
Buildings of this size were not envis-
aged when the housing agreement was
negotiated and the Commonwealth
does not regard them as a suitable or
economical means of providing rental
accommodation for the lower income
group. A similar project has been
undertaken by only one other State,
and this was in circumstances that
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did not comply with the housing agree-
ment. It is our understanding thai
that State has no desire under preseni
conditions to repeat the experiment.

He went on to make references to matters
not applicable to the point, as to the objec-
tions raised by the Commonwealth. HE
mentioned the need for requiring care-
takers and so on. Although we had heard
so much about interference-by innuendo,
on the part of members on this side of
the House-Dr. Raggatt said the pro-
ject was not in the spirit of the Com-
monwealth-State rental agreement and,
furthermore, a similar project had been
undertaken by only one other State.

We know that that was the State of
New South Wales and the Minister was
Mr. Clive Evatt who was later asked to
resign the position of Minister for Hous-
ing. He built a large block of flats; I ex-
pect the Minister has seen them, situated
as they are near the Sydney Harbour
Bridge.

Mr. Lawrence: This seems to be political.
Mr. WILD: If so, it is time we did some-

thing in reply to all the politics indulged
in by the Minister since April of this year.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: This is the place
to talk politics.

Mr. WILD: Let us consider the Maniana
flats project-again one that was rejected
by the Commonwealth. Not until I1 was
able to see the file could I understand the
reason of the Commonwealth for refusing
to approve of that project. Strangely
enough, in this case, the position *as the
reverse. It was clearly pointed out by the
Commonwealth that Western Australia
previously had been regarded as a State
that had adopted a high standard forhousing, but the Maniana project, in the
view of the Commonwealth, was sub-
standard, because it was desired to erect
duplex houses. Was the Commonwealth
wrong in adopting that attitude? It was
trying to protect the tenants of the Com-
monwealth-State rental homes. Although
the Minister said that no finality had been
reached, the Commonwealth is endeavour-
ing to sell those homes in the hope of
allowing every man to own his own home.

We have heard the story about the assist-
ance being given to self-help builders. I
agree entirely with what the Minister did.
He set up a little department within the
Housing Commission to advise self-help
builders about their projects. We were
led to believe that whilst there was not
a plentiful supply of everything, the supply
of bricks was reasonable, flooring was all
right and so was cement, and that all that
was required was the exercise of a little
patience and everything in the garden
would be lovely. But is that the position?
I only wish the Minister had to deal with
the number of people who have come to
me within the past six months. Nearly
every day of the week people who know

that I have been interested in housing
come and ask me if I could influence some-
one to get them bricks, dry timber or
cement.

This has been due entirely to the failure
of the Minister to appreciate the dreadful
position into which we have drifted. The
Minister for Housing is also in charge of
the State Brick Works, and as a result
he virtually controls two-fifths of the
bricks being produced in the metropolitan
area. So, by direction from his depart-
ment, he can say that industry gets none
of those bricks, but that they are to be
channelled into housing.

Mr. Lawrence: Are they wire-cut or
pressed bricks?

Mr. WILD: Both. What do we find? I
have only to look out from my front door
and see a man immediately opposite who
has been told that he cannot get a brick
from the State Brick Works for 12 months.
His foundations are in. He came to me, but
what could I do? When I come into town
each day I see in Canning Highway, op-
posite O'Neill's home-I refer to O'Neill of
White Rock Quarries-100,000 State bricks
waiting to be used in the construction of
a hotel. These bricks have been coming
there week by 'week, 2,000 and 4,000 at
a time.

This week, for the first time, there have
been signs of activity where those bricks
are, because three men have commenced
putting in the foundations. Shortly we
will have the Christmas and annual holi-
days applying to the building trades and
no building will be done until about the
middle of January. Even though the
Minister has control of the State Brick
Works, he has allowed someone to get
these bricks and permit them to remain
unused until the middle of next month.

Mr. Lawrence: How long have they been
on order?

Mr. WILD: I am not dealing with that
point. The Minister has control of those
bricks and he can say to whom they shall
go, and the type of project on which they
shall be used. Here we have seen him shed-
ding crocodile tears and have heard how he
is helping the poor man-the self -helper-
in the low income group. The man to
whom I have referred cannot get his bricks,
yet there is a release somewhere to allow
the building of a hotel to proceed. These
bricks have been accumulating there over
the last two months. I pass there twice
a day and I have got out of my car on
many occasions and counted them, because
they are in loads of 2,000 and easy to tot
up. They come normally in loads of 2,000.

The Minister for Housing: They do not.
Mr. WILD: Some 18 months ago this

Parliament also agreed that the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Co. should use all imported
cement. In the middle of the stream
someone, with little knowledge of the re-
quirements of the State, decided to waive
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that condition, and as a result local cement
went to Kwinan . Before we knew where
we were everyone in the State had to pay
an average amount of £3 a ton above the
normal price, purely because there had
been maladministration on the part of the
Minister.

Mr. Lawrence: I think the Kwinania
construction was started in your time.

Mr. WILD: Yes, and at the same time
we put on the statute book a measure pro-
viding that imported cement was to be
used, but that condition was waived to the
detriment of everybody and, in particular.
the little builder who wanted half-a-dozen
bags.

Mr. Lawrence: Only because your Gov-
ernment could not foresee-

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You make a
speech when the member for Dale sits
down.

Mr. Lawrence: You mind your own
business.

Mr. WILD: We have been sitting in
this Parliament since early in June, and
we were also here for two or three weeks
in the month of April because the Minis-
ter when he rose, just like Hitler, in his
seat, told us, "Everything is crashing about
us. There are many hundreds and possibly
thousands of people being thrown out into
the street."

Mr. Hutchinson: The Minister panicked.

Mr. WILD: He was panic-stricken be-
cause he did not have his feet on the
ground. The position today with regard to
evictions, I would suggest, is that in the
metropolitan area, or in the State, there
are never less than 30 or 40 empty houses.
I know the Minister will say the rents are
high. Of course they are, but are not the
rents going to be high while the State
Housing Commission continues to build
houses whereby people can get a rental
home for £2 10s. or £3 a week, while, at
the same time, certain houses, which have
been brought here, for which over £3 a
week is being paid, are having their rents
subsidised?

Mr. May: What do you call them?

Mr. WILD: Again the member for Collie
comes in and sticks his neck out. He may
be an influential farmer now, but I venture
the opinion that at some stage of his life
he, like me, has lived in houses much more
humble than the Austrian prefabs. They
were brought here at a time when things
could not have been grimmer. Every State
in the Commonwealth had been asked to
do something about importing houses from
overseas. These houses came to the State,
and we all know they were dear, but at
least they did provide decent homes for
the people.

Mr. Lawrence: To which houses are
you referring?

Mr. WILD: The Austrian houses.

Mr. Lawrence: The white ant delicates-
sens.

Mr. WILD: Probably some people under
the aegis of the Minister-loyal officers of
the Housing Commission--could do what
has been done in South Australia and at-
tempt to educate the people to become ant-
proof -minded. If people are going to lean
bicycles up against these places So that
the ants can climb up and get into the
woodwork, or put parcels and trunks
against them, we will have trouble.

Mr. Lawrence: Do you not think the
white ants can run up the back steps?

Mr. WILD: Not if the steps are ant-
proofed. I make my final protest in the
dying hours of the session. I regret that
I do so practically on Christmas Eve, but
we have heard so much cant and hypocrisy
in the last nine months about these evicted
people that I thought, before the House
dispersed, I would tell the Minister what
I and many other people in Western Aus-
tralia think about the way he has handled
the housing portfolio.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth) [7.50]: We
have just listened to one of the customary
effusions of the member for Dale, who,
even after almost two years, is obviously
unable to accustom himself to the position
of not being Minister for Housing-a posi-
tion which he occupied for several years in
name only, because, as he revealed on two
occasions, he did not know that as Minister
he was in charge of the State Housing
Commission. There is evidence in "Han-
sard!' to confirm that statement of his.
During the time that he was, under false
pretences, drawing money from the State
-because he was Minister in name only-
he has revealed on repeated occasions that
he did not have the foggiest notion of
what was going on in his own department.
He was completely removed from the facts
and realities of the situation.

Mr. Yates: You do not know what you
are talking about.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for South Perth, of course, would
know all about it.

Mr. Yates: You are making a speech
without substance.

The MI[NISTER FOR HOUSING: All I
suggest to our noisy friend of the moment
is that he refer to "Hansard" of this year
and he will see therein the confirmation on
at least two occasions by the ex-Minister
for Housing-now the member for Dale-
that he did not know that he had power
and authority over the State Housing Com-
mission, and on two occasions I had to
read out the portions of the Act which
clothed him with the power of which he
was unaware.
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I would say there is nothing navel in
the fact-of the Minister for Housing-ar
the Minister in charge of any other de-
partment-having some ideas of his own.
The member for Dale, when speaking about
the Subiaco Project, stopped short of the
fact that the members of the State Hous-
ing Commission-I was not in attendance
at the time-unanimously and enthusias-
tically approved of that project.

Mr. Wild: They usually do, when the
Minister suggests it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
gave their own opinion, as they have in
respect of many things, and I have ac-
cepted that because I am not a rubber-
stamp in the matter-

Mr. Wild: We have only your word for
that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: If the
member for Dale was game to go down to
the Housing Commission-

Mr. Wild: I do not want to be ac-
cused of going down to the Esplanade,
talking to the employees of the commis-
sion, as one of your Ministers was.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Subiaco flats project is being constructed
at the present moment and I tell the mem-
ber for Dale and anybody else who is in-
terested, that I am proud of it and that it
will provide accommodation and amenities
of a higher standard than we have yet
known in flats in Western Australia.

Mr. Wild: That is true, but at what
cost?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
saving to the State will be between £100,000
and £250,000, as against what it would cost
to build individual housing units. The
rentals will be less than one half of what
is being charged for accommodation that
does not measure up to the required stand-
ards today; all of that without the State
having to spend one penny on services such
as water, sewerage, electricity, roads and
so on. I1 have told this Chamber pre-
viously and anybody can interrogate the
Premier in connection with it-that when
he was in Canberra some time ago Sena-
tor Spooner himself admitted that it was
on account of representations by the
Liberal Party in Western Australia that
he was diffident about giving approval to
that project.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What is wrong
with that, if the Liberal Party thought
it was wrong?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Per-
haps I had better tell members opposite
some more in connection with the matter.
Senator Spooner said the Liberal Party
had made their representations to him as
a Federal Minister not because they dis-
agreed with the project but because-this
was the statement of Senator Spooner-the
Liberal Party in Western Australia told

him that there was a possibility of the
Project altering the political complexion of
the Subiaco seat in the State Parliament.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Do you expect
us to believe that?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I stand
here and make that statement seriously,
as it was reported to me by the
Premier, and I want to say in addi-
tion-I could mention privately the
names of certain departmental officers
with whom I discussed the matter-that
the question was not being decided on
the merits of the project but on political
grounds, and I think it is a shocking state
of affairs when that sort of thing goes
on.

As I have previously mentioned, a person
who occupied a seat in this Chamber-
the first time he again went to the polls,
he was defeated-approached the State
Housing Commission with a request not
to build so many houses in his electorate
because it might have serious consequences
for him personally at the next election.
True enough he was on the ball in that
respect, because he lost his seat at the
next State general election. These are the
people who are endeavouring, both here
and in the Federal sphere, to interfere with
the programme of the Government to pro-
vide adequate accommodation at a reason-
able figure for the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Lawrence: Shame on them!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Let
us now deal with the subject of the rents
and tenancies legislation. Members will
recall some of the outrageous statements
made by the member for Dale about the
all-time record for evictions that took
place in certain months. I gave him, week
by week, the number of evictions that did
take place and, of course, they were only
a fraction of what has been occurring
since the rents and tenancies legislation
virtually ceased to exist.

Mr. Yates: Are you happy with the
position?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Over
1.000 people have received eviction notices
since the 1st May.

The Treasurer: Is the member for South
Perth happy about it?

Mr. Wild: Are the houses they vacated
all still empty?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: One
at a time, please! If we go down Adelaide
Terrace, for instance, we can see that
very many premises there are being either
demolished wholly or converted to com-
mercial purposes, and that is going on in
many places. In other instances, of course,
additional or new families are filling the
vacancies created, but that, to my mind,
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is of academic interest only. The fact re-
mains that a family, by order of the court,
has been evicted from its home-

Mr. Hutchinson: It would be interesting
to know how many were evicted through
collusion.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
glad that the member for Cottelsoe put it
in that way. He would not make an
affirmation in connection with it.

Mr. Hutchinson: Because I do not know.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Then
why make such a silly statement?

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You know the
Housing Commission advised people to get
themselves evicted-

Mr.-SPEAKER: Order! One at a time,
if members must interject.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
do not seem to like this.

Mr. Hutchinson: You do not like it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
deriving the greatest satisfaction in the
world from being associated with a de-
partment which is knocking into a cocked
hat the best figures produced by the pre-
vious Government in the building of
houses.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Yes, because we
-go all the~ mater

4
ils for you

The Treasurer: Thank you very much.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Then,
if you got all the materials, why the devil
did you not build something with them?
I do not know how many voices there are
on the other side of the House-

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: We started all
the brick works and timber mills.

The Treasurer: Thanks, Ross.
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: And we left you

plenty of cement.
The Treasurer: Yes, including some per-

manently at Mundaring.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The

position is that-
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: That story was

blown out long ago.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
must keep order and allow the Minister
to proceed.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: At
the present moment there is an average
of 15 evictions from residential premises
in the metropolitan area every week, and
that is a considerable number. I will tell
the member for Dale and others now why
there has been this considerable falling-off.
When we were discussing the question of
a fair rents court the member for Mt.
Lawley suggested that there was no need
for such a special court. When speakers
supporting the Government stated that

we wanted this court to expedite the mat-
ter of hearing rental appeals, the member
for Mt. Lawley suggested that it would be
a simple matter for the Minister for
Justice to instruct another magistrate to
attend to some of the jobs. I asked him
whether he was suggesting that it was
proper for the Government to make repre-
sentations to the magistrates and tell them
what to do. The member for Mt. Lawley,
or someone else on the other side, said
"Yes," There is no secret about this.
I have approached the magistrate and
asked him to restrict the number of cases
that are heard in the Perth court each
week.

Hon. Sir Ross MicLarty: You were able
to give him a dual job.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
telling the Leader of the Opposition what
I did. Because of it, or I assume so, an al-
most identical number of cases is heard
each week in the Perth court. Because
of that situation, it is possible for the
State Housing Commission to provide ac-
commodation for these hapless people. But
unfortunately there has been only a frac-
tion of the total number of cases, in pro-
portion to the number of notices given,
actually heard by the court. There are
many more to come.

Hon. Sir Ross MicLarty: You told us
that there would be thousands of evic-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Leader of the Opposition is in error when
he makes that statement. I said there
may be hundreds; there may be thousands;
nobody was in a position to be able to say
with any degree of exactitude how many
there would be.

Hon. Sir Ross MicLarty: That is a long
way short of thousands.

Mr. Ackland: There are dozens of
empty houses in the metropolitan area
which can be bought for £1,800 to £2,000.

Mr. McCulloch: Where are they?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Where
in the world can a man with a family, and
who is receiving only the basic wage, find
the deposit to purchase a house costing
£1,800 or anything like that sum?

Mr. Wild: Not all those who are evicted
are on the basic wage.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No,
and there are many who are only a little
above it. There are plenty. of houses to
rent at £6 6s. or £7 7s. a week. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle had a case where
the rental was £11 a week.

Mr. Ackland: There are many houses
which can be bought for £1,800. I have
seen them.

Mr. Lawrence: That is all right, if you
are a farmer.

Mr. Ackland: If a man cannot get,
£1,800 he is a poor old thing.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I wish members would
make their own speeches instead of try-
ing to make them by interjection. Unless
the interjections cease, I shall have to do
something about it. The member for Dale
was given a good hearing with few inter-
jections, and I must ask him to keep order.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What about
the member for South Fremantle when
the member for Dale was speaking?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for Dale revealed his abyssmal ig-
norance in connection with State Hous-
ing Commission projects-what he said
may have been good stuff on the political
platform, but it is not much good when
one is talking with someone that knows
something about the question-when he
said that as the commission is erecting all
these additional houses, there should be no
bother in dealing with the problem.

I wonder if he thinks we ought to be
giving w ar service homes to people who
are to be evicted. I wonder if he thinks
that people who are evicted should be
put at the top of the priority list for
homes built under the State Housing Act.
The only houses available, in the ultimate,
are Commonwealth-State rental homes and
the member for Dale knows perfectly well
that the amount of money made available
to Western Australia is less this year than
it was last year and that the State Hous-
ing Commission has been able to continue
a programme of reasonable proportions
only because the State, from its own loan
moneys, is spending cash on the erection
of homes.

Mr. Wild: How much has been made
available for Commonwealth-State rental
homes this financial year?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A sum
of £3,500,000.

Mr. Wild: And how much was made
available last year?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A sum
of £3,750,000.

Mr. Wild: And how much did I have
as Minister?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A les-
ser figure than that; I think it was
£2,750,000. But, of course, something has
happened as regards wages and building
costs since that time, and money does
not go as far. We have reached a position
where all materials are more freely avail-
able, and yet we are given less money by
the Commonwealth. Therefore, the addi-
tional house building is not, and cannot
be, for the purpose of housing evictees, but
is available for those who are on the list
under the various schemes and who qualify
according to date order and other circum-
stances. In respect of building materials,
the member for Dale had something to
say; but I would remind him that the brick
position today is far easier than ever he
knew it to be.

Mr. Wild: It should be as we built the
brickworks.

The Treasurer: That was a nice instal-
ment of socialism! Thanks very much!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Five
minutes ago the hon. member was telling
us about the terrible shortage, and now
he is patting himself on the back because
he says he is responsible for the plentiful
production.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: There is still
a great shortage.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
might he interesting for the Leader of the
Opposition to know that there are certain
contractors with regular quotas who are
unable to use their bricks.

Mr. Heal: He would not have a -clue.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Per-

haps the Leader of the Opposition and the
member for Dale do not know that if a
person is building a house, contrary to
what we have been told, he does not have
to wait 12 months for his bricks.

Mr. Yates: Many people cannot borrow
money from the banks to build houses.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
hon. member had better talk to "Bob"
about that. He, and not this Government,
is responsible for the monetary policy.

Mr. Yates: He has nothing to do with
banking policy.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
hon. member is pretending that he is like
the ex-Minister for Housing!

Mr. Yates: Do not be so foolish! The
banks will not lend money. It has nothing
to do with the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. Johnson: Of course it has.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

talk about there being an insufficiency of
seasoned timber shows that the member
for Dale does not know what he is talking
about. There is an ample supply of sea-
soned timber and I do not know of one
job that is held up through a lack of it.

As regards cement, I think the story
has been told before. As a matter of fact,
I thought that some of the political col-
leagues of the member for Dale would have
told him something about it. The action
taken by this Government was at the re-
quest of such well-known names as Mr.
Frank Downing, Mr. Eric Sandover, Mr.
Alfred Drabble and the principals of the
Swan Cement Co. They were confronted
with the situation that there was more
cement being produced than was being
used in this State.

Mr. Wild: What has happened to it?
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They

appointed a man to go outside the Com-
monwealth looking for export markets and
they came to the Government and said,
"Unless we can find an outlet for additional
cement, it will be necessary for us to close
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down one of our kilns." What a ridiculous
situation for a company building an in-
dustrial establishment in Western Australia
to 4~e bringing cement from some other part
of the world whilst we have a cement works
in Perth that is working part-time!

Mr. Hutchinson: That is perfectly sound
up to date, and there is no argument about
that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Then
allow me to continue. As a consequence
the Government did not give a blank
cheque, but, for a limited period, agreed
to allow A.P.R.L. to have a limited quantity
of cement.

Mr. Wild: It was a bad appreciation of
the situation, was it not?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
production and distribution of cement is
not controlled by the Government.

Mr. Wild: No, but as Minister for Hous-
ing you are supposed to have your eyes
on the ball.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think the member for Dale had better talk
to his principals.

Mr. Wild: My principals!
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They

are the people who are the executive
officers of his party-but politics do not
come into this discussion, of course! But
after analysing the whole position, they de-
c-Idpri that certa~in things shouldv be done,
and they made a request to the Govern-
ment. The Government safeguarded the
position with the limitations I have al-
ready outlined but, contrary to the ex-
pectations of all the experts, the demand
for local cement soared to unprecedented
heights.

Mr. Wild: As I have said, it was a very
bad appreciation of the situation.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
hon. member had better speak to the
people who appreciated the situation.

Mr. Lawrence: I do not think some of
you chaps over there can spell the word
"principles."

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
was at the request of the trade that cer-
tain arrangements were made for equa-
lisation of Imported and local cement. Not
everybody who Is getting cement is pay-
Ing the increased price. All the manu-
facturers are obtaining it at the original
Western Australian price.

Mr. Wild: All the little men are.
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The

reason is obvious, of course, why there
should be no increase in the price of
cement for the manufacture of cement
tiles, wash-troughs and cement products
of that nature. That was designed to
assist People who were building homes.

Mr. Hutchinson: When do you think
you will be able to see a reduction in the
price of cemfent?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is something completely beyond me. How-
ever, I can submit, in a different strain,
for the information of the member for
Nedlands, who asked me several ques-
tions about cement, that there was, earlier
this week, a further review by the com-
mittee-by that, I do not mean the State
Housing Commission-of manufacturers
and distributors of cement, and it was
found that the position is very much
easier and that it will not be necessary
to import much cement during the next
six months. Accordingly, local distribu-
tors are placing only limited orders for
cement overseas. Thus, in all directions,
so far as control by Western Australia
is concerned, the position has substantial-
ly improved. Again I emphasise that
because this Government is building
more houses and therefore meeting the
general housing position-

Mr. Wild: The State Housing Commis-
sion is, but the State is not.

The Treasurer: That is not an argu-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
might be a good idea. When the mem-
ber for Dale thinks that something has
gone wrong, it is the Minister for Hous-
ing who is responsible; but if it is found
that something is going extremely well,
it is not the responsibility of the Minis-
ter fnr Housing or the Government.

Mr. Wild: You admit that there are
fewer houses being built today than
there were last year.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
admit nothing of the sort. When, earlier
this year, "The West Australian" pub-
lished an article-members will recall it
and the member for Dale probably has
the clipping-that the number of houses
being built in Western Australia was on
the decline, based on figures supplied by
the Government Statistician, and when
the figures were again made available
only last week-also based on informa-
tion supplied by the Government Statis-
tician-but were not published, I smelt
a rat. I asked for the Government Sta-
tistician's return, and found that Gov-
ernment building and Private building
are greater than they were last year.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: So they should
be.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Just
now the member for Dale, asked, "Do you
not admit that building has fallen off?"
I think it would be extremely interest-
ing to put the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Dale in different
rooms, each making a speech on the same
subject, because I guarantee that there
would be complete extremes in what they
said.

Mr. Andrew: They would not know
anything about it.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is so. We have had interjections from
many members who do not know what
housing and eviction problems are. That
could be easily proved by the officers of
the State Housing Commission if we
were to ask them how many times some
members have interviewed them regard-
ing eviction or housing problems. In
fact, I know that there are some mem-
bers who have never been inside the
State Housing Commission building. The
other day, a certain member asked who
was the parliamentary housing liasion
officer, and where he could be found. He
did not even know his name. Another
admitted that he had never been in the
precincts of the State Housing Commis-
sion offices; yet they are the people who
are supposed to have all the knowledge
there is about housing.

The member for Dale is throwing abuse
around left, right and centre, in connec-
tion with this matter. I know it must be
galling to him that, whereas he was
floundering when he was Minister for
Housing, at present, under this Govern-
ment, the position is far more satisfactory.
If those members representing the Op-
position in the Legislative Council had
allowed this Government to have reason-
able control over rents and tenancies,
then, so far as I was concerned, the legis-
lation concerning evictiorz could have
gone by the board after another 12
months, but in order to gain political
advantage by embarrassing this Govern-
ment, they decided that they would
throw the legislation out.

Fortunately, only a little earlier, the
Government had commenced to step up
considerably the building rate in the met-
ropolitan area, and because of that, and
for no other reason, excepting for con-
versations with the magistrate of the
Perth Police Court, the position has been
satisfactorily held. Nobody, until his turn
is reached, is granted a house because he
has been evicted. He is placed in an emer-
gency camp. I do not think anybody is go-
ing to ask to be served with a notice
~which would involve him in being taken to
court and incurring legal expense, and then
be allowed to take what pot luck, if any, he
can get from the State Housing Commis-
sion, and ultimately, if he accepts some-
thing, find himself at Allawah Grove,
Melville or some place like that. There
is not likely to be any collusion for a per-
son to finish up with accommodation of
that sort.

Mr. Hutehinson: Rubbish!

Mr. Lawrence: You would not know!
You have never had an eviction case in
your life.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for South Fremantle will have to keep
order.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
are now a number of people evincing an
interest in housing which they did not
show before, so I shall resume my seat in
order to give them an opportunity to show
what they do know about it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.

Bill passed th~rough Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the reported adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

RESOLUTION-STATE FORESTS.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred in the
Assembly's resolution.

BILL-STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT

AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Returned from the Council with a

schedule of three amendments.

In Committee.
Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Min-

ister for Transport in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 5, page 3-MAter the word

"1State"l in line 2, add a proviso as fol-
lows-

Provided no licence shall be neces-
sary in respect of any such vehicle
which is used solely for any of the
purposes mentioned in the First
Schedule of this Act.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
The Council has proposed three amend-
ments. I intend to agree with two of them
and to move in the interests of
the State, to disagree with one for
the time being. I want to draw
the attention of the Council to the
damage that may be done to primary
producers in this State if it is agreed to.
With reference to the first amendment
anyone who has a knowledge of the State
Transport Co-ordination Act, will realise
that its intention is to give exemption to
interstate vehicles if they are transporting
any of those goods or performing any of
the services set out in the First Schedule
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to the Act. That applies to commercial
vehicles and to the primary producer with
his own vehicle in this State.

As far as I know it would not be detri-
mental as to the number of vehicles that
would be running free on our roads. It
would permit the primary producer in
South Australia to get a commercial
vehicle and bring it into this State loaded
with primary produce without having to
pay fees for the use of our roads. I am
not concerned about the fees for the roads.
My concern is that there are many primary
products that are prohibited and cannot
be imported into this State.

There are such lines as apples, grape
vines and all plants which come under the
Plant Diseases Act. If the primary pro-
ducer in South Australia knew he could
bring his produce in without paying a
licence fee, it would induce him to bring
his primary products into the State. It is
certain that some prohibited primary pro-
ducts would be smuggled in. We have had
instances of tyres and tubes and motor
parts being smuggled in, which were con-
cealed in loads of furniture for which no
licence is necessary.

If this amendment is agreed to, an in-
ducement would be given to primary pro-
ducers in South Australia to bring loads
of cabbages and pumpkins into this State,
with cases of apples stacked in the centre
which might be ifected with codlin moth.
To prevent that, inspectors would have to
be stationed on the roads, and this would
cost a lot of money. I do not think that
many vehicles would take advantage of
this provision and the amount of damage
done to the roads would not be very great.
This phase of the question was not put up
to the Council and should be made mani-
fest to it. There is a potential danger if
the amendment is insisted on by the
Council.

Mr. Ackland: Would not the transport
cost prevent the entry of primary products
from the Eastern States?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: In
the past at least one 10-ton load of carrots
has been sent over from New South Wales
when the price in this State was very high.
Generally speaking, the cost of transport
would be a deterrent, but when we realise
that this amendment will allow a vehicle
to cross the border and go to any of the
centres in this State without paying a
licence fee, it would be an inducement at
odd times for primary producers in South
Australia to market their products in this
State, and the producers here might suffer.

Mr. Ackland: Would not the Plant
Diseases Act prevent the entry of undesir-
able produce?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
That cannot be checked. A person leaving
South Australia with a load of produce
could go to any centre in this State with-
out notifying the authorities and would be

[157]

able to dispose of his produce before reach-
ing the metropolitan area. It would be
impossible for the inspectors to maintain
a check on plant diseases. I do not think
such an event would frequently occur and
for that reason it would not be worth while
to agree to the amendment. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Mr. COURT: I agree with the Minister,
in case the Council has not been acquainted
with the full contents of the First Schedule.
The Council would be most concerned
about overcoming item 6a which was sub-
ject to a special amendment in 1948.
This deals with the removal of house-
hold furniture. The Minister assured
me that the present provision would
apply. I can see that the necessity for
some action has risen because Section 47B
says that a licence is required for an inter-
state vehicle operating on roads in the
State. Vehicles would therefore have to
carry a licence as a formality. If the
First Schedule is exempt there is not a
great danger because the Plant Diseases
Act would take care of the problem men-
tioned by the Minister. In any case, I
would be happy to see our primary pro-
duce going to the Eastern States.

The Premier: There are many em-
bargoes on some of our produce going
East.

Mr. COURT: During certain periods of
the year great quantities of beans and
tomatoes are sent to the Eastern States.
If we exempt only household effects, it
means that beans, tomatoes and other
commodities would come under the fee of
£2 a ton for interstate transport. The
Minister did not put up any proposition
that certain classes of commodities would
be exempt.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 5, page 5-Insert after
the word "charge" in line 1, the words
"(at a rate not exceeding similar charges
for intrastate vehicles).

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: As
indicated during the second reading and in
Committee, the object of the Bill is to give
the State some control and to give it the
right to make the same charges for inter-
state vehicles. I have no objection to the
amendment. It will make certain that the
fees to be paid on interstate transport ve-
hicles will be at a rate not exceeding that
which applies to intrastate vehicles. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Mr. COURT: This amendment should

be accepted. I wish to make some com-
ment regarding the Press statement that
South Australia will apply a registration
fee for interstate vehicles. The proposed
legislation of that State will only require
vehicles going through to be registered
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under the Traffic Act and the minimum
period would be three months. If a ve-
hicle travels through South Australia for
one trip, the licence fee would be fairly
expensive, but if a vehicle travels through
constantly it would be rather cheap.
]Furthermore, this amendment will be
foolproof agains infringement of Section
92 of the Constitution.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 5, page 5-Add at the
end of the clause the following new sec-
tion:-

471. The provisions of this part
shall continue in operation until the
thirty-first day of October, one thous-
and nine hundred and fifty-five, and
no longer.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Evidently the Council considers that as de-
tails of the Privy Council's decision are not
generally known, the life of the measure
should be limited to nine months. It will
be just as essential to continue this legis-
lation next year as it is today. I realise
that other people have not had an oppor-
tunity as I have to study the judgment and
receive legal opinion on it. We shall have
authority to license interstate vehicles and
levy fees for the use of our roads, though
not in excess of the rates for intrastate
vehicles, and the fees already paid will be
irrecoverable.

I do not think any attempt would be
made to recover the fees because to do so
would be grossly unfair. The road hauliers
have already recovered the equivalent of
the fees in their charges. Twenty or 30
loads of refrigerators were brought from
the Eastern States by road and it is cer-
tain that the hauliers included the licence
fees in their charges. The estimate is that
the cost represented £1 per refrigerator
and, if a refund is due to anybody, it is
to the purchasers. In the circumstances
I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for Transport, Mr. Court and Mr.
McCulloch drew up reasons for disagree-
ing to the Council's amendment No. 1.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL-FIRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Message-Bill Dropped.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments now con-
sidered.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
move-

That Legislative Council's Message
No. 99 be made an Order of the Day
for the next sitting of the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill dropped.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Repot.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: As
members have not the Act or the amend-
ments before them, I will read out the de-
cisions arrived at by the conference man-
agers, and give a precis of what they mean.
The report is as follows:-

No. 1.-Clause 2. Amendment agreed
to subject to the following amend-
ments:

(a) substitute for the words,
"the principal" in line seven
of amendment No. 1 the word,
"this" ;

(b) substitute for the words, "this
Act" in line ten of amend-
ment No. 1 the words, "the
Workers' Compensation Act
Amendment Act, 1954";

(c) substitute for the words, "pur-
suant to this or by" in line
nine of Subsection (4) the
words, "by the Workers' Com-
pensation Act Amendment
Act, 1954 or";

(d) substitute-for the words, "this
Act" in line two of Subsection
(5) the words, "the Workers'
Compensation Act Amend-
ment Act, 1954";

(e) add after the word, "declares"
in line three of Subsection (5)
the words, "either by one de-
claration, or more declara-
tions than one aggregating,";

(f) substitute for the word, "five"
in line four of Subsection (5)
the words, "two and one-
half ";

(g) substitute for the word, "this"
in line seven of subsection (5')
the word, "that."

Nos. 2. and 3.-Clause 3. Agreed to
subject to the following amend-
ments:

(a) delete the words, "does not"
in line four of amendment
No. 3;

(b) substitute for the word, "ex-
ceed" in line four of amend-
ment No. 3 the word, "ex-
ceeds."

No. 4.-Delete Clause 4. Amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 5.-Clause 5, page 4. Amend-
ment agreed toe.
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No. 6.-Clause 5, page 5. Amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 7.-Clause 6* page 5. Amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 8.-Clause 7, page 6. Amend-
ment agreed to.

Nos. 9. to 17.-Clause 9. These
amendments are not agreed to, but it
is agreed that a clause to stand as
Clause 9 be substituted in their place.

9. Paragraph Cc) of Clause one
of the First Schedule to the prin-
cipal Act is amended by-

Ca) 'deleting subparagraph
Ci) and lines one to seven
inclusive of subparagraph
Cii) and the words
"whichever is the larger
sum" in line twenty-
three of the paragraph
and substituting-

Ci in the case of an
adult male worker
whose .average
weekly earnings at
the date of the ac-
cident are not less
than the basic wage
the sum of eight
pounds sixteen shil-
lings;

(ii) in the case of sa',
adult female worker
whose average
weekly earnings at
the date of the ac-
cident are not less
than the basic wage
the sum of six
pounds; and

ORi) in the case of a
worker whose aver-
age weekly earnings
at the date of
the accident are
less than the basic
wage, such sum
as bears to the
sum mentioned in
subparagraph Ci) of
this paragraph if
the worker is a
male worker or to
the sum mentioned
in subparagraph
Cii) of this para-
graph if the worker
is a female worker,
the ratio which his
or her weekly
earnings bear to
the basic wage,
but so that the
weekly payment
shall be not less
than four pounds,
unless the weekly
earnings are los

than four pounds
in which case the
weekly payment
shall be equal to
the weekly earn-
ings;

(b) substituting for the words
"twelve shillings and six--
pence" in lines nine and.
ten of subpargaraph MYi
the word "sixteen shil-
lings";

(c) zibstituting for the words
tbne pound sixteen shil-

lings" in lines fifteen and
s~xteen of subparagraph
(ii) the wards "two
pounds";

(d) substituting for all the
words from and including
the words "Weekly pay-
ments" in line thirty-six
to and including the
words "two thousand one
hundred pounds" in lines
forty-seven and forty-
eight of the paragraph the
passage "Weekly pay-
ments including payments
in respect of dependants
shall not exceed-

(A) in the case of a
male worker twelve
pounds eight shil-
lings; and

(B) in the case of a
female worker nine
pounds;

but in the case of a worker
whose average weekly
earnings at the date of
the accident are less than
the basic wage the weekly
payments shall be the
amount of those earnings.

In this paragraph the
expression "average week-
ly earnings" means-

Ci) the wages of the
worker in the week
immediately pre-
ceding the acci-
dent or if the
worker has not been
so long employed;

(ii) a full working
week's wages ex-
clusive of overtime
at the rate of pay
for the work at
which he was em-
ployed at the time
of the accident; or

Cmj) his average weekly
earnings during the
previous twelve
months if he has
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been so long em-
ployed by his em-
ployer at the date
of the accident; or
if not

(iv) his average weekly
earnings for any
less period during
which he has been
in the employment
of the same em-
ployer.

The total liability of the
employer in respect of
weekly payments includ-
ing payments for depend-
ants shall not exceed two
thousand four hundred
pounds

(e) deleting proviso (a) to the
paragraph;

(f) substituting for the words,
"thirty shillings" in the
last line of proviso Cb) to
the paragraph, the words,
"two pounds five shil-
lings; "

Cg) deleting the words "arti-
ficial limbs" in lines fif -
teen and sixteen of the
proviso (c) to paragraph
(c);

(h) substituting for the word
"forty" in line thirty-
two of the proviso (c) to
paragraph (c) the word
"fifty;"1

(i) deleting all words in the
last eight lines of the
proviso (c) -to paragraph
Cc) and substituting the
following:- "and any
surgical appliance, or arti-
ficial limb can be Pro-
cured to relieve such dis-
ablement he shall be
entitled to the cost of
such appliance or artifi-
cial limb.

Provided that any arti-
ficial limb shall be in
accordance with the stan-
dards laid down by the
Commonwealth artificial
limb factory."

No. 18. Clause 11. Agreed to de-
lete.

No. 19. Clause 13, page 8. Amend-
ment agreed to subject to the follow-
ing amendments:-

(a) Add the word "probably"
after the word "would" in line
twelve of amendment No.
19;

(b) delete the passage after the
word "Schedule" to the end
of the proviso.

No. 20.-Clause 14, page a. Amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 21.-Clause 15, page 8. Amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 22.-Ne* clause. Agreed to.

No. 23.-New clause. Agreed to.

No. 24.-New clause. Disagreed with,
the subject matter having been in-
cluded in Clause 9.

Further amendment-Clause 10,
page 7. Substitute for the passage
"Paragraph (e)" in line eighteen of
page seven the passage "Proviso (e)
to paragraph (c)".

Those are the amendments agreed upon
and in comparison with those submitted in
the first place by the Legislative Council,
I desire to make the following statement:-

The managers met and considered
the amendments made by the Legisla-
tive Council. Agreement was reached
on most of the amendments after
necessary drafting alterations were
made and the remainder were altered
as follows:-

Variation of 22' per cent, in the
aggregate of the basic wage.

Maximum weekly payments to
females without dependants to be
£6.

Allowance for board and lodging
in computation of earnings to be
45s. per week.

Compared with the present Act I may
briefly say for the benefit of members, by
making a precis of the position, that so far
as the definition of worker is concerned,
where it is now a £1,250 limitation of the
annual earning there will be no limit to
the definition of a worker, but the pre-
miums will be paid by the employer on
a maximum of £1,250. The existing pay-
ment of £1,800 to the dependants of a de-
ceased worker has now been increased to
£2,500. The Second Schedule has been
increased from £1,750 to £2,400 with pro-
portionate increases for various items
therein.

A ref erence to the weekly pay-
ment being based on two-thirds of the
average weekly earnings with a maximum
of £8 or £10 respectively for workers with-
out dependants and for workers with de-
pendants has been deleted and the posi-
tion now will be that a male worker with-
out dependants will receive £8 16s. a week
and the female worker £6 per week if at
the time of the accident they are receiving
over the basic wage. A male worker with
dependants receiving over the basic wage
will receive £12 8s. per week and a female
worker £9 per week. If a male or a female
worker is receiving less than the basic
wage the amount of the weekly compensa-
tion will be the same proportion of £8 16s.
or £6 as the weekly wage they receive
bears to the basic wage.

'3768



[9 December, 1954.1 36

Where a worker with dependants at the
time of the accident is receiving less than
the basic wage he will receive the aver-
age weekly earnings or the weekly earn-
ings he was receiving at the time of the
accident, but not less than £4, and if a
worker is receiving less than £4
at the time of the accident the
compensation payable will be the average
weekly earnings. The weekly allowance
for travelling has been increased from
£4 6s. to £6 and the weekly allowance for
a wife has been increased from £1 16s. to
£62 per week.

Those are the main alterations but
I would repeat that which I men-
tioned when speaking to the amendments
submitted by the Council, namely, that I
was reluctantly obliged to agree to the
discrimination between female and male
workers. However, that is the principle
that has been adopted and as agreement
must be reached in a conference of man-
agers, it had to be accepted.

For the benefit of members I may
say that the amendment by the
Legislative Council provided for com-
pensation payments to be adjusted
in accordance with the variation in the
basic wages and that variation had to be
at least 5 per cent, of the basic wage
at any one declaration. That would have
meant that had there been a variation up-
wards of 12s., on a basic wage of £12 6s.,
there would be no proportionate increase in
the compensation payable to the injured
worker.

Also, if there had been a varia-
tion of 7Is., on one declaration, and in the
following quarter another variation of 75.,
there would be no adjustment in the com-
pensation payable to the injured worker.
But the amendment agreed to in the con-
ference of managers was that if there is
a variation of 2A2 per cent, in the basic
wage, in the aggregate, the proportionate
decrease or increase will apply. I would
like to take this opportunity of thanking
the members of the Assembly who sup-
ported me at the conference, and par-
ticularly the member for Mt. Lawley, for
his assistance with some of the drafting.
I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed, and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.
Council's Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

MOTION-AIR BEEF PTY. LTD.
As to Continuance of Government

Assistance.
Debate resumed from the 17th Novem-

ber on the following motion by Mr.
Court:-

That, in the opinion of this House,
the Government should continue the
assistance to Air Beef Pty. Ltd. by re-

lieving the company of charges from
the Wyndham Meat Works in excess
of 1.2 perice per lb. (or the adjusted
charge under the formula) or at least
enter into an arrangement to taper
off assistance over an agreed period of
years.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--in reply)
[9.8]: As a private member who spon-
pored this motion, I do not know whether
to be overcome with joy to think that I
beat the end of the session in a photo
finish, or whether to be extremely annoyed
that I have had to wait so long to reply to
the comments that have been made on the
proposition. I would like to thank those
who have made a contribution to the de-
bate and also to thank most heartily those
who refrained from making a contribu-
tion so that I could have something to
say in reply to the debate that has taken
place.

I find that the trend of the debate has
been most extraordinary. Firstly. I have
failed to perceive any constructive analysis
of the inland killing scheme that has been
experimented with at Glenroy station. On
the other hand, there has been an attempt
to brand the whole of the Air Beef Pty.
Ltd. proposition as something related to
"big business" and entirely influenced by
financial motives. A critical examination
of the scheme will give the lie to that
because, in my opinion, the whole of this
venture has been based on the highest
motives to pioneer something which could
prove to be of terrific value, not only to
this State, but also to the whole of the
northern parts of Australia.

Insufficient credit has been given by the
several speakers to the genuine effort that
has been made by Air Beef Pty Ltd. to
prove or disprove a very vital theory. The
real object of the motion has, I feel, been
lost sight of. My object was to ensure that
this company would be relieved of any
charges from Wyndham Meat Works in
excess of an agreed and reasonable
amount. In other words, the object was
to protect the company from any unfair
exploitation or treatment by the meat
xvorks. I submit it would be gross ingrati-
tude and basically unfair to expose this,
or any similar venture, to unascertained
charges by the port meat works.

A look at the movement in the Wynd-
ham Meat Works charges since 1949 re-
veals that they were 1.8759d. per lb, in
1949; they jumped to 3.2183d. in the
drought year of 1952; and to 3.2680d. in
1953. 1 am unable to state the figure for
1954 because I doubt whether it has as yet
been determined. A point I wish to make
is that the charge made by the Wyndham
Meat Works is not a complete one. it
deals Only with the service in trans-
Porting the chilled quarters of beef from
the aircraft to the meatworks; and the
various facilities from then onwards.
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It is important to note that the charge
is only for a partial service, because whilst
the rates of the Wyndhanl Meat Works
for this partial service had reached the
figure of 3.2680d. per lb. by 1953, the
charges for a complete service in various
parts of Queensland at what are claimed
to be comparable meatworks are:-

Works. Pence.
Cannon Hill ... 2
Moreton .. ... 2 7/16th
Gladestone ... 21
Lakes Creek ... 2 11/16th
Bowen .. ... 2 13/16th
Townsville .. ... 2 15/16th

That is the crux of the motion I sub-
mnitted to this House, with a view to pro-
tecting this operating company from ex-
cessive and unreasonable charges by the
port installations.

If there are circumstances beyond the
control of the Government and that in-
stallation, which make it impracticable for
them to compete on a comparable basis
with meatworks in the other States, then
I feel it is not unreasonable for an in-
land operator to have some protection. I
go further and say that even if a figure
slightly in excess of the comparable rates
for other States were agreed on in this
State, it would give the operators of Air
Beef Pty. Ltd. and any other inland killing
centre, some figure which would protect
them against excessive charges.

From my analysis of the position aris-
ing from the debate that has ensued on
this motion, I feel that sufficient progress
has already been made by the stations
centred near Glenroy to stand some of the
cost, but they cannot stand an undeter-
mined cost which could rise to astro-
nomical heights. The fact that the charge
at Wyndham has increased from 1.8795d.
to 3.2680d. for a partial service, compared
with figures ranging from 2d. to 2 15/16d.
in Queensland for a complete service, in-
cluding slaughtering charges, leads one to
have some misgivings as to what treat-
ment this or a similar company could ex-
pect if the cost was not subsidised by the
Government.

I pref er to use the term "protected by
the Government" rather than "subsidised."
Being a Government instrumentality, the
Government has some measure of control
over the Wyndham Meat Works and it
can ensure that the accounting is reason-
able and the charges are not excessive or
beyond the limits that this type of com-
pany can stand. I am convinced that in
arriving at its decision, the Government
has been influenced by a considerable
amount of unfair criticism from a few ill-
informed and even mischievous and jealous
people.

Since this motion was introduced I have
received certain telegrams and letters
from the North and in not one case can

the f acts be substantiated. I am con-
vinced that the authors of these communi-
cations are mischievous and jealous of Air
Beef Pty. Ltd. I feel that they have mis-
represented many of the features of this
venture to the Minister for the North-
West who has the installation in his pro-
vince.

Mr. Yates: Has the Minister ever been
to Glenroy?

Mr. COURT: The Minister has, to my
knowledge, been there but not during the
operating season. I do not think he has
ever seen the actual killing.

The Minister for Transport: He has
not seen them killing off the old bulls.

Mr. COURT: I feel there has
been a degree of pressure from the
port installations in regard to the Air Beef
venture. They see in the inland killing
centre the rise of a potential threat. If
they are allowed to adopt that attitude,
they will strangle ventures which can be
of inestimable value to the development
of the Kimberleys. They apparently would
like to have a monopoly of the handling
of all meat exported from the Kimberleys.
The fact is that these inland killing
centres are complementary to the port
installations and should be encouraged.

From the tone of the telegrams and
letters I have received, it is quite apparent
that the pressure is from those who are
interested in these port installations. If
I may deal specifically with some of the
comments made by the several speakers,
I firstly would like to comment on the Pre-
mier's remarks. He rather disappointed me
because I felt he would give us some con-
structive views from the Goverrnent as to
why this venture had proved unworthy of
financial support or protection against the
meatworks charges. Even if he did not
approve of the venture, I felt the House
would have obtained the advantage from
him of his considered views as to why this
venture was not a proposition to be further
protected. He did say that I left many
"yawning chasms" in my remarks. I
waited with expectancy to hear how he
would fill in those chasms, but he did not.

Prior to submitting the motion, I had
undertaken a lot of research so as to pre-
sent it in an objective manner, fully ex-
pecting it would be subjected to criticism,
but criticism of an analytical kind. This
scheme did merit critical analysis of a
constructive sort because it is an experi-
ment in an attempt to solve a great prob-
lem-the problem of developing and more
closely settling the Kimberleys. I asked
the Premier by interjection whether I was
to understand that the Government had
decided that this was not a successful ex-
periment as a, means of bringing about
closer settlement, and to my astonishment
he replied to the effect that the Govern-
ment had not made any decision at all on
that point.
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I subsequently asked a question as to
whether there had been any Treasury or
other departmental inquiry this year into
the charges made by the Wyndham Meat
Works, whether the inquiry had been final-
ised, and what were the recommendations.
There again I was astonished at the answer
I received, because it was to the effect that
no departmental inquiry had been made.
In view of the importance of this venture
to the Kimberleys, I think it should have
been the subject of a departmental inquiry
and preferably of a ministerial examina-
tion of the project on the spot.

In my opinion the Kimberleys desper-
ately need projects of this sort. Some of
them will succeed; some will prove failures,
but if we are to break the impasse in
development and secure better use of the
land, better animal husbandry and a
greater range of production, we shall have
to try out many ventures like this. It can-
not be denied that this one has been pro-
ceeded with at nominal cost as compared
with the magnitude of the experiment.

The attitude of the Premier seems to
have been that this was a venture for the
benefit of a few pastoralists and the air
lines. He did not dwell much upon the
point or explain whether the scheme had
failed in certain fundamentals. He did
criticise my remarks that there had been
a sudden cessation of assistance. I still
feel that there was a sudden cessation, be-
cause the company had every reason to
believe that there would be a continuation
of the scheme on a modified protection
basis for at least another two years. The
report of the Commonwealth committee
indicated that there should be a revised
system after the expiration of four years
and that it should continue for another
two years. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has made its attitude clear, namely,
that it proposes to continue its assistance
for two years if the State Government will
do likewise.

Following the Premier's statement, I
asked the company whether it had any
agreement with the Government or any-
thing in writing from the Government.
To my amazement, I found that there was
no undertaking in writing between the
Government of the day and the company.
This lends point to my claim that the com-
pany was entitled to assume that the pro-
tection would be continued on a revised
basis for the extra two years.

To add further to the company's prob-
lem, in the four-year period, it experienced
the severest drought that had been known
in the Kimberleys, and surely that alone
was ground enough to justify the Govern-
ment in taking a broad view by saying,
"Those two years are unfair to the ex-
periment and we will allow the company
to have two years in lieu," even if it did
not acknowledge that the original under-
taking implied a further two years of Gov-
ernment assistance.

During the drought years, wonderful
service was rendered to the stations in the
area served by this venture. If we look
at the figures for the Wyndham Meat
Works, it is apparent that the killings dur-
ing the drought years dropped in a most
dramatic way. During that time, the
Glenroy figures rose to their maximum,
and it is to the credit of Glenroy people
that they withheld their own stock in order
to allow less fortunate people to have the
use of the works to the maximum capacity
of the plant. That alone should have
been some added incentive to the Govern-
ment to continue this protection.

I point out to the Premier that, in his
remarks regarding the service given by
the Wyndham Meat Works, he said that it
included the carriage from the aerodrome
to the works, a distance of about six miles;
cutting the beef in quarters; weighing it;
freezing it; bagging it; storing it; and
later transferring it to the ship and plac-
ing it in the ship's freezers. That is not
by any means the service given by the
meat works. The Glenroy contract with
the meat works is to chill the quartered
beef. In other words, the company has
done all the slaughtering and got the beef
to the quartered stage by the time it
reached the Wyndham works. In spite of
that, the charge made by the works is
about 50 per cent. greater for a partial
service than that of comparable meat
works in Queensland for a complete ser-
vice fromn the slaughtering to the export of
the meat.

Mr. Rhatigan: It is only killed and
quartered.

Mr. COURT: The big job of killing and
quartering has been done and it has been
inspected by the Commonwealth inspectors
at Glenroy. If they are not competent
men, that is not the fault of the company.

Mr. Ackland: Do you say that Wynd-
ham charges more for that partial service
than Queensland meat works charge for
a complete service?

Mr. COURT: Yes. The annual report
of the Australian Meat Board for the year
ended the 30th June, 1954, at page 112,
contains an appendix which sets out the
various meatworks in Queensland and the
service they give. This service is complete
right from the slaughtering to the actual
documenation, 28 days' storage and the
export of meat. The difference in the
charges for the two services is roughly the
difference between 2d. to 2 15/16d. for
the complete service in Queensland and
3 .28d. for the partial service at Wyndham.

Mr. Ackland: Rather astonishing, is it
not?

Mr. COURT: That is the crux of the
motion-to get some protection against
the charges of the Wyndham Meat Works.
Should Wyndham charge more for its
partial service than the comparable rate
in Queensland for a full service? If the
Government would say that Wyndham
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should not exceed 3d. for the partial service,
the company could plan on that figure, but
at present the company is subject to an
unknown factor that could put it right out
of business.

In the course of his speech, the Premier
spoke of the interest charge that had been
waived by the Government. I wish to
explain my understanding of this matter.
If the interest on the overdraft of the
company had been treated on an offset
basis, the Government would have owed
Air Beef Pty. Ltd., interest instead
of the position being the other way round,
because the company, more often than
not, is actually in credit. The interest
charge waived by the Government runs
into only about £250 a year, which is not
5 per cent. on a great amount. It is cer-
tainly not 5 per cent, on the £18,000 so-
called interest-free loan. The reason is
obvious because the company is rarely in
overdraft. I do not think it has ever gone
to the limit of the overdraft. It must be
almost unique in the history of industrial
assistance mn this State to have such a
satisfactory guarantee given. There seems
to me to be very little prospect of the
Government ever having to stand up to
the guarantee for this so-called interest-
free loan.

The amount of interest waived is very
small. I thought it my duty to make that
point clear because the Premier did refer
to the waiving of interest amounting to
approximately £250 per annum. Later he
mentioned the interest-free loan of £18,000,
by way of guarantee, giving the impres-
sion to those hearing him-at least to me
-that the company was getting two in-
terest-free benefits. In fact, if there was a
strict accounting on an offset basis, the
Government would owe the company
money, and not the company owe the
Government.

Mr. Johnson: Do you think that is really
fair?

Mr. COURT: No, and I am not suggest-
ing it is; but we have to be fair in repre-
senting the position. The company's in-
terest charge to the Government has been
a very nominal one. In the meantime the
Rural & Industries Bank has had the use
of some big credits.

Mr. Johnson: Are you suggesting that
the Rural & Industries Bank should pay
interest on a credit account?

Mr. COURT: No, I just want to be fair
in the representation of this position. I
am not suggesting that, because the Rural
& Industries Bank has had substantial
credits from this company from time to
time, there should be an offsetting of the
interest.

Mr. Rhatigan: Do you not think it would
be more beneficial if the individual pas-
toralists were assisted directly by the
bank?

Mr. COURT: If the amount of assist-
ance rendered here were spread over the
Ejinberleys, it would only amount to a few
pence.

Mr. Rhatigan: It is not spread over the
Kimberleys but over two or three stations.

Mr. COURT: Who is going to be picked
out for treatment? There was a time when
Mt. House and Glenroy would have been
singled out for such assistance, but they
have done something to help themselves,
and it is time we gave them some en-
couragement. Much play has been made
on the interest of the airlines companies
in this particular concern. I think we have
been unfair in our representation of this
position because they have put in con-
siderable money at risk. There is no doubt
that this venture was a risk, and in sup-
porting it, the airline companies waived
dividends, because they will get no divi-
dends under the present methods of operat-
ing.

In addition, they diverted valuable planes
to this area, instead of keeping them on
more payable freights in other States. The
Premier referred to the staggering sum of
£125,000 paid in air freights over five years.
I feel that is not a fair way to look at the
position. If we adopt that viewpoint, we
could turn around and say, "Why not
single out the wages paid by this company
which total £105,641 for the period? Why
not take out the charges paid to the Wynd-
ham Meat Works which total approxi-
mately that amount over the same period?"
and claim that they are unfair. Members
have overlooked the remoteness of Mt.
House and Glenroy stations, and the bad
surface communications.

Mr. Norton: Why was it that Kimberley
Downs and Napier stations drove their
cattle over the Leopold Ranges this year?

Mr. COURT: They can do that if they
want to.

Mr. Norton: The ranges are not im-
passable.

Mr. COURT: No one said they were, but
they present a difficult passage. I hope the
hon. member is not confused with the
statement made by the Minister for the
North-West in another place when he re-
ferred to an isolated bullock from Mt.
House finishing up at Wyndham with a
Karunjie mob. He said the Karunjie
station was a neighbouring station to Mt.
House. Karunjie station to the best of my
knowledge is 100 miles from Wyndham,
whereas Mt. House is 300 miles. There is
a slight difference. It is easy to explain
how one bullock goes in with someone
else's mob.

Mr. Rhatigan: It is not one bullock but
400.

Mr. COURT: One often gets left on the
way and goes through with the next mob.
Some members referred to the "battlers"
up there. We are all for giving the battlers
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a hand. These very people-that is, the
Mt. House and Glenroy people-came under
that heading at one time. When ques-
tioned on the point as to how many battlers
there were, the member for Kimberley said
there were only six.

Mr. Rhatigan: I said about half a
dozen. These people are no longer battlers.

Mr. COURT: They help themselves. If
they had not bestirred themselves and put
the venture where it is, they would have
been a definite burden to the State. They
have done something of great value to
Western Australia. Why should they not
.get assistance in this form when we see
the assistance that is given to the Kimber-
leys, generally, through the Wyndham
Meat Works and other avenues? The ac-
cumulated deficit of the Wyndham Meat
Works for 34 years is £1,440,371, which is
an average of £ 42,481 per annum. The ac-
cumulated interest shown in the Auditor
General's report is £1,412,208.

In addition to this specific subsidy, there
have been others such as the loss on State
ships of £500,000 a year, which is a deliber-
ate attempt to assist this particular area.
This is something with which both sides
of the House agree. Glenroy does not get
as much of that assistance now as it did
previously. In addition, there are the
roads, wells, bores, and the troughing and
equipment, and the servicing of roads of
which other people get the benefit. If we
go away from the Kimberleys, we find that
subsidies are very general in regard to
gold mines and other ventures which the
Government thinks it is desirable to foster.

The amount sought in this instance, on
my calculation, comes to only E6,000 a year
for the two years. This figure is based on
the proposition put to the Premier by the
company, namely, that he should make
available three-quarters of the previous
assistance, and the three-quarters is based
on a total amount of £8,000 per year. I
was surprised at the member for Kimberley
being so indifferent to the service that has
been rendered by these air transport com-
panies operating Air Beef Pty. Ltd. with
respect to back-loading. He seemed to
treat it as if it was a bit of a joke, and
to think that the amount of goods trans-
ported was something unreal.

Mr. Rhatigan: Where?
Mr. COURT: To several stations, not

only to Mt. House.
Mr. Rhatigan: What stations?
Mr. COURT: They have flown cattle

to Fossil Downs. The hon. member must
have known about it, because it was head-
line news. Tractors have been flown in.
Perhaps the hon. member does not know
about that. One of the biggest critics of
the scheme, one of the persons most jealous
of it, has had large quantities of fencing
material flown in.

Mr. Lawrence: Can you quote figures?
Mr. Rhatigan: Who was that?

Mr. COURT: I cannot give exact ton-
nages.

Mr. Lawrence: Then do not make a
statement which is misleading the House.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You know no-
thing about it.

Mr. COURT: The air company would
gladly back-load even more freight to as-
sist the stations.

Mr. Rhatigan: Of course it would, but
it operates for only a portion of the Year.

Mr. COURT: The hon. member's argu-
ment does not stand examination.

Mr. Rhatigan: It is obvious that you
do not know what you are talking about.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Kimberley must keep order.

Mr. COURT: I was surprised at the
attitude of the member for Kimberley. He
showed an amazing lack of knowledge of
what has been done by this company.

Mr. Lawrence: I think you are showing
more.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Why these in-
cessant interjections from the member for
South Fremantle?

Mr. COURT: As the member for South
Fremantle wants me to be more specific
about the question of back-loading-

Mr. Lawrence: You have not been speci-
fic at all.

Mr- COURT: -I can tell the hon.
member that the freight rates for back-
loading to these stations-

Mr. Rhatigan: What stations?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I will have to

take action against the member for Kim-
berley if he does not stop these constant
interjections.

Mr. COURT: The freight rate for back-
loading to these stations is3 anything up to
50 per cent. less than the road haulage
rates to the same stations.

Mr. Lawrence: You had better be care-
ful. This goes down in "Hansard."

Mr. COURT: It is usually 30 per cent.,
but it is as high as 50 per cent. That can
be checked. The member for Kimiberley
sneered at the question of back-loading and
said the stations could not get it all the
year round. Certainly, the company oper-
ates its planes only during the killing sea-
son. But one cannot operate on the roads
all the year round. It is only in certain
seasons of the year that goods can be
carted by road, and those concerned have
to plan ahead so their materials and stores
can be carted at the right time to fit in
with climatic conditions.

Mr. Hutchinson: of course they do.
Mr. Lawrence: When will you be sit-

ting down?
Mr. COURT: When I have finished,

when my time is up or when the Speaker
directs me to sit down.
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Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: The member
for South Fremantle can go home, if he
likes.

Mr. COURT: I know that I cannot re-
fer specifically to a debate in the other
Chamber, but I wish to refer to a Press
statement made by the Minister concur-
rently with this motion being before the
House. I was amazed at the statements
he made. Frankly, I feel he was misled
in making those assertions, and I do not
think his informant meant to give a fair
statement of what has happened and what
has been done by this company. As I said,
we can only assume that his information
came from a mischievous and jealous
source and one which had an axe to grind.
The sad part of it is that he did not verify
the circumstances, and the performance of
this company by personal inspection.

One of the complaints was along the
lines, that a certain grade of cattle pro-
duced £22 per head ex Wyndham and £14
at Glenroy. I found, from inspecting ac-
count sales, that a comparable beast pro-
duced £20 12s. 6d. at Glenroy. There is.
nothing like the disparity that the Minis-
ter's statement would have us believe. It
is rather strange that one of the severest
critics of the scheme used it during the
drought season. He even went so far as
to complain about the method of check-
ing brands, earmarks, etc., at the Air
Beef installation.

From my personal observation, I know
of no better method of checking, tallying
and accounting than that used. Another
criticism has been that the scheme is un-
economic because full use is not
made of offal and by-products, such
as meatmeal and fertiliser. I can
assure the House that if this com-
pany is given security of tenure, digestors
will be installed at Glenroy and producers
in the district will get the added
advantage of the availability of fertiliser,
which is important, as well as an increased
return resulting from the more economic
use of by-products.

Reference has been made to the value
of road transport for live cattle. I find
that the venture which was operating in
the Northern Territory and which was
known as Johannsen's road transport, or
road train, and which operated from Dar-
win inland, and represented an investment
of about £100,000, has closed down because
of lack of producer support. The Aus-
tralian Meat Board considers the proposi-
tion uneconomic. It will be a long time
before sufficient roads of the right type
can be developed in the Kimberleys to
make road transport the answer to the
problems of livestock movement in those
areas.

I wish to make one final point and dis-
cuss the developments that have taken
place in air freight transport because I
feel that when the Minister has to face the

problem of settling the northern Kimber-
leys, he will have an almost insurmount-
able problem regarding communications.

Mr. Lawrence: What do you mean when
you say the northern Kimberleys?

Mr. COURT: The present Government
has had a survey made of that area and
I understand that in due time it intends
to open up that country. If the Minister
stops to think, instead of criticising this
company as being uneconomic, he will
realise that one of the most easily available
and most economic means of opening up
the northern Kimberleys would be air
transport.

The development in air freighters is
absolutely amazing. Even at this stage,
a plane has been developed for freight
work which will transport 20 tons of pay-
load for the same operating costs as the
present Bristol type freighter can carry
12 tons. The Bristol freighter is regarded
as a, sound type of freighter by today's
standards. But here is a plane which is
coming on to the market and which will
transport 20 tons of payload for the same
cost as a Bristol freighter will carry 12
tons.

The member for Kimberley and also the
Minister for Works will be interested in
this aspect. This type of plane has been
so developed that in spite of its heavy
payload it can land and take off in a very
short airstrip-down to 200 or 300 yards.
Further, it has been designed so that it
can land for defence reasons in a ploughed
field in an emergency. Such developments
in air freight performance are of vital
interest to this country if we are to develop
the distant parts of the State.

Mr. Brady: Do you think the State
Government should buy a few of those
planes?

Mr. COURT: I do not know about that,
but I would like to see them experimented
with in Australia. At the moment a Com-
monwealth panel is examining air trans-
port of freights, right from Western Aus-
tralia to Queensland and no doubt a plane
of that type would be of great use in trying
to solve the problems that arise.

In conclusion, I would ask members to
weigh very carefully the proposal before
the House. There is no suggestion that
it is the complete answer, but it is a
pioneering venture and I hope I have de-
monstrated, both when introducing the
motion and in replying, that it is not a
show for the benefit of "big business," nor
is there a rake-off for air operating com-
panies or stations based around the killing
centre. I submit Air Beef Pty. Ltd. is en-
titled to an extension of the scheme in
some modified form in view of what appears
to me to be a moral obligation, as well as
taking into account the significance of
the drought. If we do not give them some
assistance, the Commonwealth assistance
is prejudiced.
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The venture needs two or three more
years to round off what has been attempted t
by these people in an area so remote that
they are not able to take advantage of the
other subsidies paid by the Government.
In spite of the fact that they are no longer
big users of the road, the stations around
the airport are levied and pay road board
rates in order to pay for the upkeep of the
road. If this venture is prejudiced, the
peculiar back-loading advantages of air
transport will disappear. Back-loading is
one of the greatest advantages these people
have to enable them to bring their pro-
perties to better standards with better
herds and with better turn-off.

With the inland killing centre, the pro-
ducers have an alternate means of dispos-
ing of their products, and they are not left
entirely at the mercy of the port installa-
tions, whether they be at Wyndham or
Broome. Above all, the assistance that
has been given does protect the company
from unfair charges levied by the Wynd-
ham Meat Works. I feel it is unfair to leave
them exposed to charges which will go to
any heights over the next few years.

Question put and negatived.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL-STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT

AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendment No. 1.

CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

The PREMIER: We are almost at the
end of this session. I understand it has
been a record session in length, and we
are on the last night and are finishing
reasonably early, which is something to be
thankful for. I am not suggesting that
because of that in future we should have
sittings of the same length as the present
one.

On behalf of the Mvinisters and members
supporting the Government, I would like
to express to you, Mr. Speaker, our sin-
cere thanks for your work during the ses-
sion. You have not ruled us with a rod
of iron, although the member for Kim-
berley was in danger, I thought, at one
stage this evening. You have given us
reasonable liberty, Sir, and that has been
appreciated very much by all members. In
turn, the business of the House has been
conducted with more despatch than might
otherwise have been the case, because had
you enforced Standing Orders strictly on
occasions, then no doubt some members
and perhaps some Ministers and even the
Premier might have tried to find ways and
means of getting around a very-strict ap-
plication of Standing Orders.

I also offer thanks and appreciation to
;he Chairman of Committees, to his
deputies and to the officers of the House,
to the Leader of the opposition and the
Leader of the Country Party. The session
has been comparatively peaceful, maybe
more peaceful than we can expect it will

be next year. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the Leader of the Country Party
have co-operated with the Government and
their attitude has been appreciated by me
and other Ministers.

Then again, I would also like to express
my appreciation to the many other people

who make life comfortable for us and help
us to carry through our business. I would
refer particularly to the "Hansard" staff,
the Controller of the House and his staff,
the stenographers and all those who in any
way assist members of Parliament not only
when they are working but when they are
in other parts of the House. Their work
has been done perfectly and the service we
have received has been excellent.

one must be very careful when thank-
ing the Press, which has only one distin-
guished representative in the gallerly at
present. Parliament does not receive a
great deal of publicity in the Press these
days but I daresay those in control of the
Press know, or say they know, what the
public wants and we do not provide human
interest stories in this dry atmosphere.
Consequently, we only appear in the news
.,,, -nns -ina nntrnversial takes place

or when some member kicks over the traces
and carries on doing so until he is ejected.

I would like to express my appreciation
to the Opposition Whip for his co-opera-
tion with our own Whip. The result has
been that the Government has felt par-
ticularly safe during the session and mem-
bers on both sides who had business away
from the House found no difficulty in

having the necessary pairs arranged.
I think that the Whips in Parliament are

tremendously important, and they have

been very gracious and generous this ses-
sion. It is to be hoped that that happy
situation will continue into the future. I
take this opportunity, on behalf of Minis-
ters of the Government and all its sup-
porters, to wish You, Sir, and everyone else
to whom I have referred-including the

Leader of the opposition, the Leader of
the Country Party, and their supporters-
very best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.

Hon. SIR ROSS McLARTY: I join with
the Premier in the good wishes he ex-
pressed to yourself, Sir, and to all who
have been associated with you. I do not
think it is necessary for me to name them
one by one, because the Premier included
all who had served in any capacity at all
at Parliament House. I am sure we all
join with him in his expressions of good-
will towards them and his thanks for the
very courteous services we have received
from them during the year.
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I must confess that I am glad this ses-sion has drawn to its close. As the Pre-mier said, it has been a long session, andI was glad to hear him say it did not neces-sarily follow that future sessions would beas long. Last year it was the 22nd Decem-ber before Parliament rose. That is much
too close to Christmas, and it is better thatwe should rise a considerable time beforeChristmas, or a reasonable time beforethen, in order that members can get intotheir constituencies and spend the festive
season amongst their friends.

When making reference to all associ-ated with this House, the Premier men-tioned the Press. I would wish the mem-bers of the Press, who take down so much,of which so little is published, a very merryChristmas and a happy New Year.
I want to thank the Premier for thecourtesy I have received from him, andmembers of the Government side for theirsometimes kindly feelings towards us. Tomy colleagues I want to express my grati-tude for the help and co-operation givenme; and to my friend, the Leader of theCountry Party and those associated withhim, I express thanks for all the co-opera-tion I have received. I have much Pleasurein joining the Premier in the remarks hemade.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: I think this is themoment we have been waiting for sincethe 2nd December. Knowing the Premierto be, as a general rule, a man of his word,we reckoned he had it all worked out forthat date.
The Premier: The trouble is there are

49 other members.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: However, we aresatisfied the right moment has arrived,and it gives me very much pleasure tosubscribe to the remarks made concerningyou, Sir, the other officers of the House andthe staff of Parliament generally. I wouldlike to say how sorry I am that Mr. Islipis not able to be with us owing to ill-health; but I would express the opinionthat the two gentlemen at the Table atpresent have so ably filled the positions inwhich they have been acting that Mr.Islip can rest content that the business ofthe House has proceeded quite satisfac-torily. We hope, however, to see himshortly fully restored to health.
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The members of theGovernment, both ministerial and other,I can very sincerely wish a very happyChristmas and a bright and prosperousNew Year. I think they have behavedreasonably well this session, although I amnot making forecasts concerning thefuture. To the Leader of the Oppositionand his colleagues, I extend my thanks;and to those associated with me on thesebenches I may say that I have greatly

appreciated their help during the wholeyear and their forbearance on more thatone occasion.

In conclusion I would like to say a wordor two with reference to the Controller
of the House and the staff serving underhim. In the years I have been here I havebeen lost in amazement sometimes as tohow they have managed to scope withthe queer situations that can arise in thisHouse in regard to accommodation andthe feeding of members under all sortsof difficult circumstances. As the yearsgo by, I find them becoming more com-petent than ever, so I must expressly in-clude them in m~y good wishes. To allthose referred to-a very happy Christmasand a propserous New Year.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to express my.best thanks to the various speakers whohave made kindly references to myself andI would like to express my own apprecia-tion of the way in which members haveco-operated with me in an endeavour tokeep some order and preserve a sense ofdignity in the conduct of our proceedingshere. I thank members for the tolerancethey have exercised to my own shortcom-ings. I trust that as time goes by I willbecome more accustomed to the positionand will be able to render better service
to members generally.

'On behalf of the whole staff of Parlia-ment House, and without going into de-tails about them, I wish sincerely to thankthe speakers for their words of commenda-tion on the work of the staff this year.It must give them a great feeling of satis-faction to know that their efforts are very
much appreciated.

I would particularly like to mention thatthe staff which deals directly with thebusiness of Parliament has been one forpractically the whole session, and in con-nection with the work here and the officework, the work of three men has been doneby two, and done remarkably well. I wouldparticularly like to mention the work doneby Mr. Bartlett. I think that all members
will appreciate that he has carried on thejob which was previously done by two men,and he has carried out those duties in aremarkably efficient manner. The splen-did job he has dune for this House shouldgo on record in "Hansard." I thank allthe speakers for the kindly remarks theyhave made and I wish all members a veryhappy and healthy Christmas.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke-
Northam): I move-

That the House at its rising adjournto a date to be fixed by Mr. Speaker.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.9 p.m.
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